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fprologue

Captnin Crystai Boudier smiled brighily as she stood on the upper platform deck of
her ship, the ﬂwzzy[/zﬁ ﬂﬂyez Her men were stanziing along the deck as the ship
neared gren(ula Jsland in the Caribbean. She wore her sea clothing of white blouse,
black cloth pnnis, and black below-the-knee boots. “Her waist lengih raven black hair
billowed around her in the wind as her emerald green eyes savored the first sighting of
land from their long journey over the Atlantic Ocean as they neared the Caribbean

J slands.

Crystal is in her third year of her mission; hunt and defeut pirates, protect the people,
and assist cities who sufferezi from pirate attacks. She began a second crew for a ship she
named the dez'fzy (frace near a year ago. Recent events brougiit them the remaining of
the crew they needed and even a famous military captain that the g(ing of engiami had
recommended, the famous Captain gnck Stevenson. Now the two ships were sailing
together as ihey were returning to the Caribbean from atrip to england.

Pirates were thick in the Caribbean. Crystal worried of a pirate muliny since they
raided their udopted home, the island of Tortugu. (During the raid they had voiped out the
pirates on land, saved the hostages, and brought them to safety.

Shortly before the raid, pirnte spies had been sent in an attempt on join ranks aboard
the (Sﬂl/l'ﬂﬂ (9;‘4(,‘6' and attempt to assassinate Crystai aboard her own ship. “Business had
taken them to englanti, and now tiiey were finaiiy returning to ensure the people/s safety
among the Caribbean Jslands.

“The ‘Shw}zy (frafe turned around to sail slomly nlong the east coast of the lower
islands on the tail of islands known as the “Windward Jslands of the Caribbean islands.
Crystai steered the ﬂwzzy[ﬂﬂ ﬂlﬂe/ around the bottom of grenada Jsland to sail up
the west side of the islands.

“The goal for the sister ships was to travel along each side of the islands as they
checked on the cities along the coast to make sure the cities and peopie were safe. J f they
came to a location that had fnllen to attack, they would stop and assist immeciiately.
“While they traveled aiong the coast, tney were keeping a weathered eye out in case of
incoming pirates ships for possible pirate attacks. They were to meel up and rest in Port
(.Royal of gamaicn, i)efore continuing on to check Cuba and the ‘Bahamas.



Crystat fett relieved to finatty be returning to the Caribbean as she gazezt out at the
clear waters that appearect turquoise in the distance. Her emerald green eyes scanned the

horizon ahead as tttey traveled around the southern ettge of grena(ta. Her raven black
hair wttippezt around her as the wind pickezt up.

Tttey would have to stop in port soon due to the tong trip overseas and their
ttwinttting fooct suppty. Both sttips were scheduled to meet up in U(ingstomn on St
Uincent Jsland. Crystat was tooking forvoarct fo seeing her friemt, the kind governor
gerattt Belvedere, again vohen tttey reached port.

Crystat retrieved her telescope where it tay on a crate and held it to her eye as she
scanned the islands shore. The cozy island looked peacefut as they pussect the city of St
george and continued to sail atong the coast. ,Eomering her telescope in retief, she tilted
her head back to look up at the sky. Her pet hawk's black form sailed ttigtt above as she
rode atong the wind current. O\figtttstuute was as black as nigttt, with reddish brown
mixed in the feathers on her back, wings, and chest with white feattters on the under-side
of her tail. Jf Wigt’ttstlatte saw any signs of trouble, she'd notify Crystat rigttt away.

Crystat relaxed as she turned her atfention to the beautifut view of the island tttey
sailed tvy as they passect.

Tt took a coupte ctays for the ﬂl/gﬂﬂl}lﬂ ﬂﬂye‘/ to putt into port in g(ingstown.
As Lieutenant Rhine steered the sttip into the harbor, Crystat noted the dehy (frace
atreatty puttezt up atong the docks. He puttett the sttip to the other side of the dock to putt

up Ltirectty across from the Sﬂz/[llﬂ ‘g}ﬂce.

Crystat had atreatty dressed for their visit in g(ingstown ina ttusty rose pink thin
fabrtc tayerect gown with short bell sleeves. She wore white (tressy boots with low heels for
comfort and styte. jacing her crew as the sttip puttezt to a stop, she moved to descend the
ptatform stairs. “ﬂtrigttt, gentlemen.’ It has been a tong trip to return to the Caribbean.
J onty anlicipate three ctays in porl as we restock suppties. Xou all have the rest of the
ttay off, but report in after breakfast to complete your chores. Commodore Sullivan
atreacty notifiect those taking their turns in watch. enjoy the rest of the day and J'll see
you all in the morning.’ " She reached the bottom of the stairs, steppett over to the dock to

head into the city, and located goverrwr gerat(t Belvedere vouiting at the end of the dock.

Crystat was so happy to see her dear friemt, she walked faster until she approuchezt
and stoppett in front of him with a wide smile. “governor Belvedere, it's so goozt to see

you again.’ " she voarmty reptiect.



“my tutty, it is goozt to see you had a safe return! Captain Stevenson puttezt the

Sﬂw}zﬂ (g}‘ﬂ(,‘e into port several hours ago and told me you’ct be putting in sometime soon!”

he informect her.

Crystat smiled appreciatively for the shared informution. "7 have a list of supplies
recuty in request to restock. “We ptun on staying three ctuys in port before continuing on
our route of checking the islands!” she supptiezt as she handed him her list with her teft
hand and reached out with a leather coin pouctl futt of coins with her rigttt hand to offer

him.

“Sptemtitt.’ “We can have them reatty and sent the ttay after tomorrow!” he prouztty
informed her as he acceptect the leather pouctt of coins. "OWll you be joining me for

dinner tonigttt, my tazty? J am anxious to hear about your recent travels.”

Crystat smiled brightty, “Of course, governor.’ Are our rooms atreacty reserved in the
hotel so J can shop with the ladies before dinner?”

governor Belvedere grinned in anficipation, “J informett the hotel atrea(ty and they
are vaaiting for you and your crew to check in! Xou'tt fin(t everything has atready been

taken care of.’ "

“Xou're a saint, governor.’ i Crystat exclaimed appreciutively as the men of the crew

smiled in greeting as they passett and the women stoppett to wait behind Crystal patiently.

governor Belvedere smiled at Crystut's little sister, Anna, "It's gooct to see you,
my latty.’ " he greetett before stepping back to give Crystat and the other ladies room,

“(\/Vtty don’t you ladies get on with your shopping.’ TN see you for dinner this evening,
my tudy, Miss Boudier!” he directed to Crystut and Anna.

“Thank you, voe'll see you this evening.’ " Crystat reptiett graciousty before wutking

past him with the women toward the main street.

Ctmpter One

@y the time the ﬂwﬂyifzy ﬂnﬂe/ neared the island of gamaica, Crystat heaved a
sigh of retief when pirate activily cturing their absence had remained on a somewhat low
scale. She decided for an extended stay in 2umaicu to trunsform the storage room on the
other side of the stairwell into a bedroom that would extend off her Cuptain's quarters.
Now that Anna was sharing her room, she fett the need to make the tiving quarters
more suitable. Crystat also concluded it was time to have extra mhips made for Anna

and herself for training and setf-ctefense in battles with the pirutes.



Once the ﬂwﬂyifzy ﬂﬂye/ and Saz/z'/zi Lfmcg finished their route around Cuba
and the ‘Bahamas, she'd send the Sﬂw}zﬂ ‘g}“ﬂaz in route to sail around Jndonesia.
Crystal/s plan was o meel up with the ship in Singupore when a years' time was up
while the ﬂwzzy[ﬂi ﬂﬂﬂe/ stayed in the Caribbean for a while before sailing first
along ﬂfricals western coast, then moving around to the eastern coast. “With pirate
activity still running dangerously high, Crystal decided it was time to branch out to other

troubled areas.

As Port (.Royal came into view of the passengers on the ﬂvezlﬂz'ﬂﬂ a%lﬂf/,
Crystal/s heart beat erratically in her excitement as the men hooted and hollered in their
joy. The city was a gmnd sight to them all as the city remained standing tall and proud
inall it's glory.

Crystal heard the bells sounding in welcome as the ﬂlle'llﬂl'lly agllﬂel turned into
the harbor as blessed relief washed through Crystal to see no harm had come to the city in

their absence.

Anna was practically bouncing up and dovon beside Crystul in her excitement as

they voatched the city's people begin to file dovon to the front of the city to greet them.

“When Crystal walked down the dock with Anna by her side and Celeste, Caroline
and Andrea follovaing closely behind, governor Beckett and Lord gibbs broke away

fram the crowd with wide smiles on their faces.

Crystal pulled to a stop in front of the two men as the other women follomed suil.
Crystal smiled brightly as she exclaimed, "It is so good to see that Port gzoyal remains

stunding tull and PTOllll after our lOTlg absence.’”

governor Beckett proudly replied, "Since you had those canons relocated and regular
waich posted, my lady, we have had a fem pirate ships attempt an attack. “With your
careful planning ahead of time, we were preparecl and managed to intimidate the
heathens and get them to think twice before they left. J am in your debt for your quick

plan of action that has saved us yet again.' i

Lord gilﬂ?s vigorously nodded in agreement, "And we have received word that
cities among the other islands have been notified and took action in time for their own

pirate assaults as well!” he anxiously informed her.

Crystal smiled in relief as she added the information to the thriving cities she had
seen for herself along the islands as she traveled their route along the south coast of the
Caribbean islands. “J must admit that J was quite worried since we left for england,"



she confessett. “But now that T have seen the islands for myseif and heard the other

islands received my message and took immediate action, J am most relieved!”

governor Beckett smiled in understanding, "Rest assured, my taciy, that we have
sent additional word out among the stiips that came into port to tietp spreazt the word.
ﬂlttwugh many cities have reguiar soldiers posteci, your ptan has tteipe(i to improve their
watch and to tieip them in making the best of their limited resources,” he boasted.

Crystai smiled Warmiy and nodded in satisfaction. "We pian to stay for a long visil
as the stiip is careened and J have my cabin remodeled to suit our needs since Anna

stays with me now! J also need to talk to someone about getting some votiips made for

Anna and J,” she kinciiy suppiied.
A, Lord gibbs exclaimed in excitement, " J'd be happy to direct you to a man

that makes excellent vottips. Tt be our pieasure to have you here for a iong visit as you

catch us llp on yoar travels, TTLH tatty.’”

Crystai giggteci in gtee, “"Meet us for dinner, gentiemen, and 'l be happy to tell
you all about it. And we have big pians for the near future as we pustt off to travel

farttier out and offer our protection to other areas in need!”

“Both men’s interest was higttly piqueci, but they would wait for dinner, as usual, to

hear more with great anticipation.

governor Beckett exclaimed prouitty, “Allow us to walk you to the hotel, my ta(iy.’
“The staff is alreatty anxioasiy maiting for you and your crew lo check in!”

Anna smiled appreciativeiy as the men steppett aside to escort them as Crystat
reptieci affectionateiy, “Thank you genttemen.’ It has been a iong trip in our relurn and
we deiticateztiy kept close watch on the islands on our way in. “We are most tired frorn

our journeys and welcome some down time!”

“The women were exciled as their spirits revived from the slow trip atong the islands.

Tttey were ready to freshen up before visiting among the city's peopte as ttiey made their
way with the kind governor Beckett and Lord gitﬂ)s to the hotel.

“The ‘5}11/1'71(9 (frace hadn't made it to port yet, but Crystat didn't anticipate for the
ships arrival for a feva more ciays since it traveled aiong the northern coast of the island’s

and would have to ttrop down after passing mispanioia.

Crystai and Anna ctiangelt for dinner and made their way to the hotel's ttining
room. Crystal had dressed in a cream fritty thin fabric iayereti gown with eibow-tengtti
bell sleeves. Caroline had styied her iong raven black hair to pite near the back of her



head elegantly. She wore a simpte diamond charm on a silver chain around her neck and

diamond studs in her earlobes.

Anna wore a power blue fritty govon with a bow at her lower back of the gowon.
Her black hair on top of her head was stylistity puttett back to ttrape down her back. She

wore a silver necklace with a stytish oval penctant with an opat in the cenfer.

“When Crystat and Anna entered the ttining room, an etegantiy dressed server in a
black uniform escorted them to a table by the open windows where governor Beckett,
Lord git)bs, Commodore Sullivan and Lieutenant Rhine were atreatiy seated atong the
sides of the table. (ulwn their approaeti, all the men stood and gave genttemanty bovs.
Commodore Sullivan assisted Crystat into a chair on the end by him and governor
Beckett assisted Anna in the chair next to her.

" Ladies, you are tooking tovely this evening.’ i governor Beckelt exclaimed kin(tty
as Crystat and Anna settled in their chairs.

Crystat smiled vaarmty over at governor “Beckett as he reclaimed his own chair,
“Thank you, governor.’ " she affectionately reptiect as she waited for the men to reclaim
their chairs. She could tell governor Beckett and Lord gibbs were most anxious to hear
of their latest travels as ttiey waited patientty for the server who came forvaar(t to take
their orders before scurrying off to get their drinks.

“When the server teft, Crystat turned back to governor Beckett and Lord gibtls to
inform them, "“The g(ing and Queen were most gracious to hold a ball in favor of
Anna's safe return and in celebration of the Saw'nﬂ ﬁace.’ " she tJegan. Crystat
launched into the story of their successfut raid on <Tortuga and the saved hostages. As
she ctiangett the subjeet to tell them of the ball, she noticed the men hold a prouct and
relieved air about them twefore their excitement reclaimed them as she continued to inform
them of the ball and of Captain Stevenson. As Crystai was tetting the men in more
detail about the famous Captain Stevenson their meal was brougtit to them by the server.
Ttiey tiar(tty pai(t any attention to the server as their ptates were ptacect in front of them,
as ttiey were comptetely absorbed in Crystat's tteseription of the famous Captain.

"So when does the Sﬂl/l'llﬂ ﬁa&e arrive so that we may meet this Captain
Stevenson?” governor Beckelt anxiousty asked with his face lit up and his eyes
sparkting in gtee.

Crystat grinnezi in her joy of having the company of her dear frientts and their
absorbed attention. "J expect them to arrive in the next few ziays,” she graciousty
informe(t him. “In the meantime, J ptan on tlaving a fevo of my men with carpentry
skills to begin restructuring my cabin to better suite Anna and my needs for stiaring the



space. J expect the ]'ob to take no less than a week and then we'll have to careen the

ship. Jt's sactty due since our last stay here.”

Lord gibbs gave Crystat an understanding smile, " Lel us know if there is anyttiing
we can do to assist along the way.’ " he kintity repiieti.

Crystat smiled uppreciutiveiy, ‘g appreciale the offer.’ Jam truty gratefut to have
such goozi frienzis as you two gentiemen.’ " she reptieti. As the meal wore on, Crystat
expiuinect their trip around the islands of the Caribbean and the feva pirate encounters

atong the way that ttiey had manageti to stop in their attempt to ﬂee from the ﬂveﬂy[/zﬁ
ﬂﬂﬂe‘[

“The next morning, Crystai instructed Milo, Charles, ‘Matthew and a fem other
men who offere(t to assist in remocteting her cabin. She walked them into the storage area
on the opposite side of the stairwell, teatiing below deck, from her quarters. She exptaineti
how she wanted to turn the space inlo a bedroom with connecling double doors where her

bed eurrentty was located.

Crystat then led the men into the cabin to exptain vohere she wanted a built-in mini
bar with cupboarcts in the fur corner, built-in bird perches for g\fightsha(te and gboity, and
built-in cupi)oanis atong the wall by the door.

“The men assured her that they could make the new wall and double doors to connect
the rooms to match the dark wood interior of the existing walls. She watched the men
absorb themselves in ttiougtit as ttiey considered the tiesigns for the built-in mini bar and
cupboar(ts made of poiistiect cherry wood to match the wood of the furniture. Crystat teft
the men to begin their work. She smiled to tierself in excitement to see them complete the
jot) and be able to buy new furniture to suit her needs and interests. She fett excitement
build up in her as she prepareti to meet the other women to begin her stiopping for

furniture to be delivered once the cabin was compiete(t.

She tilted her head back to peer up into the sky to spot g\/igtitsha(te, her hawk, and
(Polly, her parrot, ﬁying about tiigh above as ttiey laziiy circled around.

Anna, Caroline, Celeste and Andrea met Crystat at the coffee stiop in excitement
in assisting Crystat with her furniture stwpping. Anna had teft Chance, the spi{ter
monkey, in the hotel room since ttiey anticipateii their stwpping to take up most of the
day. Ttiey finistieti their coffee and anxiousty set out on their way. “The first store the
women came to held uptwtstere(t chaises, chairs, sofas, and loveseats of various sizes,

colors, and stytes.



Crystul found a burgundy soft chaise that matched the one she had purchused before
that would be set in her new bedroom. She settled on purchusing it for her new main

quarters that would serve as her living space and meetiug room.

Andrea spotted a dusty pink rose-colored set with an upholstered chair, sofa, and
loveseat that Crystul decided would be great for visiting among her guests when they
weren'| sitting down for a meal. She added the set to her purchuse before she led the

women out to head to the next store.

Anna grew more excited as she realized how much additional space the new set-up
would allow and shared how she imagined she would have more room to sel up her easel
for puinting in front of the large windovs as the women headed into a wood furniture

store.

Crystal found herself absorbed in the fine polisherl wood furniture as she moved
around the store filled with tables, coffee tables, end tables, and bed frames. She loved the
smell of the fresh polish and cherry wood as she selected a lurge cherry wood table that
seated ten people, two coffee tables, and two end tables ulong with an eleguntly designed
canopy bed frame with burgundy covering and mesh net drapes that hung dovon the sides

and euds.

“When Crystal finished her furniture shopping, the women settled into a cozy
restaurant for lunch before moving on to their regulur shoppiug and exploring af the new

shipments brought in.

“When the Sﬂw}zﬂ ‘grzzaz pulled into port two rluys later, excitement filled the air as
Crystul observed the work the men completed in her cabin. They had completly cleared
the space to be turned into a room, removed her bed bunk, installed double doors, and

moved the tub, vanily, two wardrobes and nightstands into the new bedroom space.

Crystal moved to wait on the main deck of the ﬂl/e/l[ql'ﬂﬂ ﬂﬂﬂe] as the Sﬂw'ﬂﬂ
(grﬂce pulled up by the dock across from the ﬂveﬂlgz'ﬂlq ﬂﬂyel She was wearing a gold
and mustard yellow gown with intricate swirl patterns elegantly gracing the fine fubric of
her gown with long sleeves. Her long raven black hair lay loose down her back as the
breeze lifted small sections playfully. She smiled brightly as Captain Stevenson turned to
look at her fram his position on the upper plutform as (\X}oug and Chow quickly moved to
the dock to greel her.

(\%ng stepped over first vith his handsome face lit up in excitement with Chow
follovoing close behind. As the two Chinese men stopped on the dock in front of vohere
she stood on the main deck, Crystul placed her hands in front of her and respectfully

bowed her head in greeting with a warm smile. “When the two Chinese men bowed in



greeting, Crystal affectionately stated, “Tt's good to see you made it safety.’ Welcome
back to Port fRoyat, genttemen.’ i

qx/ong voarmly reptie(t, “It's good to see Captain.’ “We look forvoarct to visit in pub
tonigtit to catch ap.’ "

Crystal/s faee lit up in gtee as Chow agreed, “Xes.’ “We miss visiting with our great
Captain.’ i

Crystal beamed at her friencts praise and (tisplay of affection as she quickty moved to
join them on the dock, "It will be a pleasure to visit with you fine genttemen.’ I rather
missed your kind faces.’ " she reptiett affectionately. Captain Stevenson wasted no time to
move down the ptatform stairs and join them as Crystat moved forvoarct to give the two

Chinese men affeetionate hugs as she realized how much she missed them.

Crystal had just released Chow from a gentte hug and steppe(t back as Captain
Stevenson moved to stop beside them on the dock with his brown eyjes lit up in humor at
her (tisptay of affection toward the men. He voisely didn't say a word regarcting her
retationship with the crew. Onstead, he gave her a gattant genttemanty bow before kindty
asking, " How tong do you ptan on staying in port, my ta(ty?”

Crystal smiled approvingty as she gave him her futl attention. “g)erhaps a week and
a hatf," she reptiett. ““We need to careen the stiips and J have my own quarters under
construction for some needed changes." She noted his eyes spartc in interest as she
suggestett, “Epertiaps we should start with careening the ‘5}11/1'71(9 (frace first and putt it on

shore tomorrovw. J don’t want to get behind on schedule.”

Captain Stevenson nodded approvingty as he contemptatect her proposat, “q}ery well!
“We can have the ship puttezt in after breakfast, if that's atrigtit with you, my tazty.’ i

Crystal agree(t, “That's what J had in mind! (_Why don't you give the men the rest
of the ttay off and reconvene after breakfast in the morning.’ "

“Xes, my lacty.' " he graciousty replie(t and turned to address the crew.
Crystal grinned at qx/ong and Chow; ““There migttt be twpe for him yet, gents/! " she

stated in misctiief and gave them a wink causing them to chuckle.

Crystal turned to walk casuatty with (_Wong and Chow down the dock toward the
shore as (\tvong and Chow shared their travels with her atong their route. Jt didn't take
tong for Captain Stevenson to relieve the men and walk quickty to catch up to Crystat,
(\Xtong, and Chow as the Chinese men told her of a fem of the pirate stiips ttiey

encountered atong the way.



Crystat smiled brigtitly as she turned to him when ttiey finistiett and suggeste(t,

"Shall we go up to meet the governor.’ “He's anxious to meet you.’ "

Captain Stevenson smiled brightty vaetcoming a chance to walk throngtt the city,
"T'd be honored to, my taziy.’ i

Crystal headed with the men to the main street and turned to fottovo the street to the
teft to wind their way back toward the 90vernor’s mansion. As ttiey reached the back
street to turn up atong the road teacting up the hill to the governor's house, Lord gibbs
mel them on the street with a brilliant smile. “my tatty, J spottett you as J was
heatting into town!” he stated excitedly.

Crystal smiled affectionatety as she turned to him, " Lord gibbs, it is good that you
spottett us! J would like you to meet Captain 3ack Stevenson!”

Lord gibt)s reached out 1o excitectty pump Captain Stevenson’s hand in an
enthusiastic handshake, "J am honored to meet you.’ “We have heard so much about your

accomplishments, sir!”
p /

Captain Stevenson smiled appreciativety, “And J am honored to meet you, Lord
gibbs.’ Our dear Captain “Boudier has told me a greal deal of you and governor
Beckett!” he stated catctting Lord gibbs by surprise. "She tells me you have been toyat
and kind to both the peopte of Port (.Royat and her crew!” he added graciously.

,Eord glbbs smited prouctty as he reptiect, “(WE are att very proud Df our ciear tacty

and her continued dedication to the peopte.’ "

Crystat smiled affectionately as she stated, * And you remember (\/Vong and Chow,
the teft and rigttt hand men of the caplain on the Sﬂl/l'llﬂ ‘glv“ace. i

Lord gibbs smiled t)rigtitty at (Wong and Chow, “Of course! Tt is so gomt to see

you genttemen again.’ " he greeted.

(\Xtong and Chow smiled brightty as they ptacett their hands in front of them and
bowed respectfully. Lord gibbs returned the gesture and moved to lead the way up the

hill to the governor's mansion.
"Come!” he exptainett, " Let's not keep the governor voaiting.’ i

Crystal smiled appreciativety as their group moved up the hill in light
companionable conversation. As tttey neared the tmittting, Crystat grew hesitant as tttey
neared the front door. Lord gi%s gave her an encouraging smile reatizing her hesitation
and quickly moved to knock on the door. Captain Stevenson looked at Crystat

questioningty as she steppezt furttter back in her hesitation as she had ﬁasties of memory
ﬂastt througtt her mind of her parents tying on the ﬂoor of the stu(ty. Her eyes had



widened and began to tear up as she turned her back to the servant who was opening the

door to greet Lord gibbs.

Captain Stevenson foliovaed her in concern as she moved away from the front door to
the center of the conrtyarzi vith (Wong and Chow quietiy following in understanding.
“What is it?” he asked slightly panicke(l by her strong reaction.

Crystai shook her head trying to shake the images from her mind and tears began to
ﬂovo more freely. " can't go in there!” she told herself mournfully. “Even after all this
time, it's still as if it just happenezi yesterciay.’ i

(\Xiong and Chow moved to stand in front of her as Captain Stevenson looked to
them in alarm. (Wong pulled Crystal to him in an affectionate hug as he eyeci Captain

Stevenson, “Captain has us to keep company.' Xou not alone, my ialiy.’ " he gentiy told her
as she let him pull her close and buried her face into his shoulder.

Crystai took a fevo moments to collect herseif before she steppeti back to smile at
(\x/ong fondly. She dried her eyes as she replied, “Thank you.’ T never reaiiy come up
here anymore.’ " Crystal turned to Captain Stevenson as he waited patiently as he
anxiously watched her square her shoulders. *J am sorry you had to see me like that!”
she gently confided. “You see, J was separated from my search group as we searched the
city. J entered the mansion alone as we assessed the tiamage and recovered the people
aﬁer the raid. J founci my parents in the study... and still can't bring myself to enter the

. . "
mansion SlTLCQ.’

Captain Stevenson’s gaze turned to  kind untierstamiing, "It's quite
understandable!” he replied as Lord gibbs brought governor Beckett to meet up vith

them.

governor Beckett took one look at Crystal and yelleci for the horses to be saddled for
them to take a horseback ride. “my latiy.’ Let us gei away from the building so0 you may
be more comfortable,” he gently replieci as he moved to grasp her elbow and move toward

the brick wall by the cliff with canons placed every fifteen feet.

Lord gibbs kindly took care of introductions between Captain Stevenson and the
governor as Crystal watched the oceans horizon and took in calming breaths of the salty
sea air. Che five men on walch by the wall, kin(ﬂy spread oul to give them privacy. Her
nerves had gone on eclge and every muscle in her body was tense as the men talked freely

getting to know each other.

“While they were waiting for the horses, Crystai asked if they would excuse her
while, she wanted to change into her sea clothing so she could be more comfortable. She
would take this opportunity to train in the woods and work off some of her tension.



governor Beckett kinlﬂy agreed and saggested they meel her by the dock, understanding
her edginess.

“Within half an hour, Crystal came out of her cabin mearing her white blouse, pale
pink bodice, black pants, and black below-the-knee boots. She felt even more tense than
she had half an hour ago as her thoughts continued to drift back to the day she had foand

her parents' bodies.

She offered the men a weak smile as she ﬂuialy swung up inlo her saddle as
Captain Stevenson's eyes widened as she straddled the horse, as o man would ride.
Crystal turned to governor Beckett and Lord gibbs, ignoring Captain Stevenson's look
of disapproval. "Do you mind 1f we ride out to my training grounzls in the woods? J
fincl T am rather tense and feel the need to practice.’ " she asked.

governor Beckelt kimﬂy agreed, “Of course, my lady.’ J welcome the opportunity to

see you in action!” he added with excitement entering his voice.

Crystal smiled appreciatively before kickinﬁ her horse into a trot heading to take the
long route around the back of the city to travel along the tree line. (Wong and Chow
smiled knovaingly as Captain Stevenson kicked his own horse with (\X/ong and Chow

moving to follom Crystal, governor Beckett, and Lord gibbs.

(By the time Crystal had led the group to the tree-line behind the mansion and
turned to enter the woods, she felt like she could breath a litile easier.

“When Crystal entered the edge of her training area with ropes hanging high in the
tree branches, she pulled her horse to a stop and waited for the others to file in around her.
As (\X}ong and Chow took in the area appreciatively, Captain Stevenson looked around
in confasion. He walched as Crystal turned to look at governor Beckett and Lord
gibbs as they smiled in understanding back at her. 5overnor Beckett nodded to Crystal
and she grinned in response before tilting her head back to look up at the tree branches
above her as she drew her legs up into the saddle and palled herself into a crouch in the
saddle. Everyone watched in amazement as she jamped up to grab hold of a branch and
swung her body voeight over and above toward the next as her body arched up and to
straighten as she landed with grace on the branch.

The men gasped in surprise at the display of agility as she turned her attention to
the familiar course. She sighea in relief as she jamped to the next branch and felt it
slightly sway dowon and come back up as she leapt to the next branch. A grin spread
across her face as she launched herself at a rope to grab hold of and surged forvoard to the
next rope as she latched on to it and released the other rope ﬂuicﬂy to swing forward and
landed with ease on another tree branch. She let go of the rope, moved to the next branch,



and continued her tree hopping ﬂuidly as she gained momentum moving from branch to
branch until she braught herself into a large loop and approachecl a small clearing with a
rope hunging at its center. She felt her blood sing in her veins. Her tension subsided and
her muscles relaxed as she put all her focus into her training and savored her familiar

surroundings.

Crystal leapt from a branch near the clearing as she whooped with glee and reached
out to grab hold of the rope to swing over the cleuring and into the tree branches on the
other side to land ﬂuicﬂy on a tree branch before lurching forward to continue moving
among the branches. “When she had completely looped back around and continued to
make another lap, Crystal spotted the men below. Captuin Stevenson was staring at her
in wide-eyed amazement as (\’Uong and Chow observed appreciatively. govemor Beckett
and Lord gibbs faces were lit upin glee as she moved past them for another lap.

“When she finished ten laps, she slowed as she neared the men below and executed a
sidevaays round off to land ten feet in front of them with a wide grin splitting across her
face in pure enjoyment. "Wow, J sure missed the pure enjoyment of my training.’ Jl's

not the same in the open sea.” she exclaimed.

Captuin Stevenson just stared at her gaping in shock as (_Wong and Chow excitedly
dismounted and walked up to her.

qx/ong prau(ﬂy replied, “Still got it, Captain.’ i
Chow smiled brightly and agreed, “Xup, still got the moves!”
Captain Stevenson finally found his voice as he stated in awe, “That was

something.’ "

Crystal turned to him in mischief, "That was nothing.’ " she exclaimed. ““Waich
this!” she stated before vohirling around to take off at a run centered between two iree
trunks to kick out and bounce between the two before settling high in the branches.

There was a small clearing behind the men that Crystal immediutely hopped from
branch to branch toward as she went deeper into the trees and looped back to head straight
toward the clearing as she worked her way higher up into the branches. “The branches
high up were twenty feet apart in the clearing as she bravely dove out of the branches and
disappeared into the other side as she gmbbed a branch to swing over and land on the
next with ease. She continued ﬁui(ﬂy moving forwarcl to loop back around as she worked
her way lower. She popped back out of the branches diving over the men’s heads to tuck
and roll into a crouch. She slowly stood and turned to face the men with her face bright
and full of excitement as her emerald eyes sparkled.



(\%ng and Chow cheered excitedly as govemor Beckett and Lord 9ibbs

appluuded. Captain Stevenson had barely moved, except to follova her movements with his
jav droppecl in shock.

Crystal grinned as she moved back to her horse and ﬂuizﬂy swung up into her saddle.
She turned her horse around and kicked her into a walk as she winked in mischief at
Captain Stevenson as she passed with first governor Beckett and Lord 5ibbs folloming,
then (Wong and Chow smiling brightly as they climbed back into their saddles and
turned to passed him. Crystal didn't turn back to see 1f he follomed, but waited until she
cleared the trees and slowed for the others to catch up.

Chupter “Two

“When Milo, Charles, ‘Matthew, and the rest of the men finished Crystal's

quarters, she stood in the main room observing their splendid work. QPolished cherry voood
cabinets with drawers and countertop vere built along the wall inside the door, mini bar
with cabinets and cupboards jutting out inan "L in the far right corner, and the built-in
bird perch for Wiﬂhishude in the leﬁ corner lly the windows and another for Spolly closer
to the bar.

“Xou men have done an amazing job.’ i Crystal exclaimed in excitement as she

explored the room.

She moved through the double doors adjoining to the left of the room into her new
bedroom and savored the sight of her chaise in front of the bedroom window with the
coffee table in front of it. Her large wardrobe was along the wall to the right near the
windows and her bathtub in the far left corner. Her vanity was between the bathtub and
a door that led to the deck since it used to be a storage area. Anna’s wardrobe was
behind her sitling between the double doors to the main room and the indented wall of
stairwell for access below deck. Her large gold chest with gems laid into the lid with
intricately designed swirl patterns was placed behind the left double door along the wall.

"It beautiful and perfect.’ i Crystul expluinecl in satisfacﬁon. She moved to open
the lid of her gol(l chest to pull out several leather pouches of coin to hand one to each
man for payment of their hard work. " insist each of you get puid fairly for all your
hard work and dedication throughout your week off.’ " she explained prouclly.

“The men accepted the coin pouches with pride and comments of thanks as she
handed them out. They smiled voiclely as they took their leave.



“When all the men had teft, Crystat walked back into the main room to observe their
fine work appreciativety. Her new furniture voould be delivered within the hour and she
fett her excitement build as she swung the windows open wide to let the breeze in.

She noted her foottocker with crystat gtassmare atong the wall behind the bar. She
smiled to hersetf and set to work appreciativety to unpack the fine crystat ptates, bowls,
and gtasses into her new mini bar. She continued until she added the fine silverware in
the drawers and wine jugs in the cupt)oarcts. “When the foottocker was emply, she merrity
moved it outside her double doors on the main deck before re-entering and moving the
foottockers fittezt with pirate ﬂags from the stiips ttiey ctefeatezt to unpack the ﬂags as she
moved them into some of the built-in cupi)oarcts atong the wall by the door. Once the

foottockers tay emply, she moved them to stack on top of the other oulside her cabin’s
double doors.

Smiiing in anticipation, she exptorett her nemiy restructured living courters until her
nevoty purctiased furniture arrived.

The ctetiverymen were tiappy to assist her move the tong table atong the far wall
between the mini bar in the far rigttt corner and her desk in the near rigtit corner. She
ptacect the new chaise in the wide space between the bird percttes in front of the windows
with a coffee table in front of it. Her ttusty pink rose sofa ran parattel to the table facing
the rest of the room with the loveseat ptacect across from it with a coffee table snuggte(t
between them with ptenty of waitzing space. The matctiing chair sat back facing the doors
wall and facing the coffee table and an end table tucked between the chair and sofa.

She finistle(t by ctirecting the t)ig canopy bed to sit between her nigtttstancts in the
bedroom atong the wall ptacett artfuity between the tub in the ieft corner and her
exceptionatty targe wardrobe in the teft corner of the main wall. The additional end table
was ptacett between the nigtitstanzt on the rigtit side of the bed and her wardrobe so she
could ptace her jewetry chest on top of it.

ﬂfter she paitt a handsome tip for the men's assistance, she set to work in re-

ttanging her beautifutiy colored paintings and tapestries. She now had room to add more
if she liked.

Crystat became anxious to join her ctotphin friencts, Aboo and 9<a(ty, after lunch
and snuck away from the other women as they woent into the city to visit amonyg the
peopie. She went to her cabin to ctiange into cutoffs and a comfortabte black shirt for

swimming in.

Filled with bursting excitement and gtee, Crystai ran down the dock and turned teft
to run atong the beach. “When she reached the targe jutting rocks sticking oul of the sand



that separatezi the public beach from the private beach by the cliffs, she quickly climbed
up them and jumped to the sand on the privale beach. g‘[urrying in anficipation, she took
off into a run toward the private dock. She ran down the dock as fast as she could go and
leapt off the edge to dive into the clear water as she savored the gentle caress as the water

greeted her. She swam undervater mermaid style as she swam away from the dock.

It didn't take long for g(ady and Aboo to chatter excitetily in greeting and pull up
to swim on both sides. Crystal reached out with both hands to run them down smooth
gray-blue giossy skin of the tioiphins backs #ill her hands came to their fins and she
graspeti them firmiy. Aboo and g(ady surged forward toa faster pace immediately as
they pullecl Crystal between them as they swam cieeper and finally arched up lo dive up
out of the water as they pulled Crystal along. Crystai let out her breath as she savored the
breeze hitting her skin and held a new breath before they dove back into the water.

She feit invigorated by her companionable swim with Aboo and g<a¢iy. Since they
have spent several months apart as she had traveled to Englumi, Crystal was anxious to
spenci as much time with them as possible in their blessed reunion. ,l:etting go of their
fins, they swam to shallower water as they expiored the reef together to observe the coral,
sea plunts and fish when Crystal came up for air.

(They had been exploring for nearly an hour as she surfaced and moved to ﬂoat on
her back to rest. Crystal ﬂoateci on her back for a while as she gazed up at the sky with
small puffy clouds ﬂoating far apart across the sky. She felt Aboo and Uﬂuiy lovingly
brush against her as ihey swam around her as she watched a small puffy cloud looking
kind of like a whale when she heard a male voice calling to her from the end of the dock

now nearly thirty feet to her right.

Crystal struightenecl to pull herself upright wohen she spotteci Commodore Sullivan in

his cutoffs voith his fineiy chiseled muscular bare chest in view. "Mind if J join you?”
he asked pleasanﬂy as he watched Aboo and g(ady staying close to her.

Crystal smiled foncﬂy, "Sure, come on in! “The waler feels great.’ " she replieci. She
was surprisezi how her eyes seemed to keep returning to his bare chest with his chiseled

muscles there for her to plainly see.

Commodore dove into the water and began swimming toward her. Crystal feit her
heart leap in her chest in anlicipation and discovered she was holciing her breath as she
watched him swim toward her underwater. She slowly exhaled and tried to clam her
breathing and her racing heart as he surfaced just ten feet away from her.

Commodore Sullivan smiled brightly as his warm hazel eyes met her emerald green

gaze. “He moved closer to her as he swam leisurely closer without breaking eye contact.



"Tt's been a while since J joiueii you with the ziolphius in a swim. J iwpe J'm not
iiisturbing you if J join you.’ " he kimiiy exclaimed.

Crystal offere(i him a warm smile, "Jt's alright.’ T was enjoying being back with
them since we had ieft for Engiami. J was just resting before we continue o explore the

reef. Xou’re welcome to join us!”She gruciousiy replied.

He smiled appreeiatively as Aboo moved closer to him in greetiug and surfaeeti to
chatter excitecliy. He reached out to foncﬂy stroke Aboo’s laug beak as he moved closer.

Crystai smiled at her iioiphiu friemis bond growing in frieruiship with Anna,
Caroline, and Commodore. Aside from Crystal, they hanily came close to any other
humans. The (ioiphins accepteci them since Crysiui had encourugeii them, finiiing the
doiphins seemed iwppier and content with additional people to swim and piay with. She
encourageci Anna, Caroline, and Commodore to learn to swim with them and tuught
them the necessary signuls and smimming styies. So far, it has become useful of several
pirate encounters as the dolphins assisted them to swim out to the pirate ships and gaine(i

an element of surprise.

Crystai took in a breath and dove underwater to swim down to expiore the reef with
%ady, Aboo, and Commodore foliowiug close behind. Crysial swam purailei to the
beach heatiiug further out aiong the private beach as she observed the jutting rock
formutions in various areas of the ocean ﬂoor with coral and sea piunts ciinging to the
rocky surfaee. Her ioug raven black hair billowed behind her in a cloud as she propeiieti
tiirough the water in a leisure pace. Commodore puiieti up beside her as she spotied a
iurge school of fish just ahead of them. She turned to give him a saucy grin before
moving toward the iarge group of fish and turned to swim among them as she joineii
them.

Jn awe of the tiisplay, Commodore swam to join her as he circled around her. She
turned to fuce him as they swam around each other with wide smiles as the fisl’i
surrounded them.

Crystai founzi iierseif drawn by his gaze as he smiled in joy of the fish and her

company. His hazel eyes remained glueci to hers as they swam around each other in a
circular pattern with a beautifully colored tropieai fish swimming between them
occusionaiiy. “When Commodore finully moved to surfuce for air, Crystul followed beside
him. “When her head bobbed above the waler, she was only a few feet fram him.
Commodore smiled affeeiionateiy as their eyes met and she grinned in her happiness.
"Aren't the fish umuzing.’ " she breathed in excitement.

He happiiy replied, “That was amazing.' J have never had that experience before,
myself.’"



Crystat smiled knomingly, "Stick with me, and yoa'll be sarprisett at what other
wonders the water world holds!”

Commodore grinne(t, *J pian to! Since we began having these adventures together,

J tiave voitnessect far more ttian g WOlllll tiave ever ttreameti.’“ tle expiainezi.

Crystal grinnect voi(tety with a knovoing look, ““Well, that's because J have founct a
connection with nature and adventure that no one else has experiencezt before.’” She gave

him a wink before ciiving underwaler again.

Commodore watched her itisappear in surprise before ziiving dowon to fottow. Aboo
immediately moved beside him and he reached out to grab hold of his fin. Aboo surgett
forvoarct with a burst of energy as he discovered Crystat swimming mermaid styte beside
g(azty. Her slender botty moved ﬂuiztty as her bo:ty swayett expertty as she moved

tttrougtt the water with impressive speect.

Commodore watched her in amazement as he was once again reminded of her
innocent and wild nature. She founct enjoyment in the nature around her that any other
person would overlook. “Weather on land, in the water, or on a ship, she made the best of

every situation.

Aboo putleci him to swim atongside Crystat and fKady as she arched up to dive out
of the surface with :Katiy following. Aboo foltome(t just behind them, not to be teft out
as he puttect Commodore out of the water a clear five feet before arctiing to dive back into

the water.

Crystat immediately moved to swim over g(atty and swam closer until she straddled
her back and held on. Commodore moved to foiiovo her exampte with Aboo, not yet
perfecting the technique. ,Euckity, Aboo swam apwartt fo meet him in his excitement.
With legs bent at an angte to hold on securety and ieaning into a spravot across the
tiotphins backs, they swam faster and arched up to take them above the surface in another

dive.

(Before tong, they had to swim along the surface for Commodore and Crystal to catch
their breathes. Crystat turned to Commodore with an approving smile, “Xour getting the
tlang of it!” she praised him. “Not tong now and you'tt be swimming like a pro with
them!”

Commodore beamed in her praise. He was tlappy she was sliaring the experience of
swimming vith the dotphins with him. Al those years he trained her in fencing, he
never realized just how unique and amazing she reatty was. Now that they took up the
mission in fighting pirates and prolecling the people, she openect up and put her trust and
faitti in him. “He had discovered so much about her that fascinated him, and the more he

learned about her, the more fascinatect he became with her.



Crystat and Commodore swam with the ttolphius, had walter figttts, and exptorett the
reef for several hours. Fi iuutty, Crystul turned to swim back to the dock tlappy and
lighthearted with her treasured time in swimming with the ctolpt’tins and shuring the
experience with Commodore. She svaiftty pulled hersetf up to sit on the ertge of the dock
as Commodore fotlovoed suit and pulled himsetf up beside her.

She was reluctant to leave the ttotphins and hesitated in putting her feet onto the
dock to stand as Commodore glancect over at her adoriugty. “Thank you for attovaiug me
to join you.’ " he fonttty commented.

Crystat was surprisert tJy his comment as she turned her head to look at him. As
soon as her emerald gaze met his, she felt as lf she was beiug dravon to him. “Oh, uh, J
was gtatt you did! It gave us an opportunily for you to become more attjustezt to

”

swimming with Aboo!

Commodore smiled gratefully t)efore putting his feet up to stand and turned to assist
her to her feet. Crystal grucefutly uccepted his assistance and fett her skin tingte where
their skin touched. She gentty pulled her hands free in surprise and wonder. He must

have felt it too because he blinked in surprise as she twstity took a step back.

Her eyes were dravn to his bare wide expanse of his broad muscular chest. She
realized where she was tooking and blushed as she quickly raised her eyes to his. ““Thank
you for hetping me up.’ " Crystul softly stated as she turned to walk slovoly down the dock
toward the beach. Commodore foltovoert to walk leisurely beside her as their ctothing
drippett water as they walked.

Crystul drew in a deep cteansing breath as she guze(t up at the higt’t cltff in front of
them. She observed the brick wall atong the ettge at the top with canons poking out every
fifteen feet. She begun humming a soothing tune as tt’tey slovoty piquect their way to the
beach and turned rigttt to walk back to the small city. Her tovety voice softty carried out
ina soothiug melody as Commodore remained silent and listened to her t’tummiug as they
slovoly walked up the private beach and climbed over the rock formutious to continue
toward the dock. Tttey always kept their swimming cutoffs on the ship, s0 naturally they
headed to the ship to chunge.

As the end of the second week of their visit neared, both sttips had their turns beiug
careened, re-sealed, and returned to the water by the dock. Crystal founzt tterself growing
anxious to return to their route so she could rest assured Cuba and the Bahamas were

sufe from pirute attacks for the time beiug.

Crystat called a meetiug with Commodore Sullivan, Lieutenant Rhine, Captuin
Stevenson, (\X/ong, Chow, Anna, Caroline, Celeste, and Andrea in her nevaty



restructured main room to discuss her ptans for future travel arrangements. One bg one,
ttleg entered her main room as theg observed the dramatic cttanges of the Captain's cabin.
Tttey exptorect the room approvingtg twefore settling down at the targe table. Crgstat took
out a jug of wine and gtasses before setting them on the table in front of her and sitling at
the head of the table nearest to the mini bar.

Crystat began fitting gtasses and passing them down as she began to speak, “Now
that Sﬂﬂz’ﬂy ﬁace’ has a suitable caplain, J propose we camptete our trip around Cuba
and the ‘Bahamas. “What J propose is that once we finisti the initial route, sencting the
‘5}11/1'/2(9 ﬁace‘ and crew to patrot around Singapore and Jndonesia while the ﬂveﬂ(gz'fz(g
ﬂﬂye[ takes a (tifferent route!” She finistlect fitting and passing gtasses of wine and set
the jug dovon as everyone contemptatett her proposat. She had tiung the world map above
her desk in a convenient place for everyone to see. “When no one said angttting as ttleg
considered the possibility, Crgstat pickett up her gtass and stood to gracefully voalk around
the table and stare at the world map.

Commodore was the first to speak, “Captain, what route do you propose we take?” he

asked in confusion.

Crgstat turned with a reactg smile as she eonfictenttg reptiect, W'l go out and
patrol atong Western ﬂfrica, and come back for another patrot around the Caribbean.
What J propose is that in one gear/s time, we regroup in Singapore. “When we head
back out the second time, we will travel atong the western coast of ﬂfriaa and fottow the
coast all the way down and around to the eastern coast. @epen(ting on how much time
we have teft in our year mark, we can either cut across the Indian Ocean, or continue

atong the coast in patrot."

Commodore Sullivan, Lieutenant “Rhine, (\Xtong and Chow smiled t;rigttttg

agreeing it was a brilliant ptan. Anna seemed uncertain while Andrea sat ztemuretg.

Caroline and Celeste gaze(t at her actoringtg while Captain Stevenson seemed rather
confusect.

Captain Stevenson cleared his throat, ““What is the point in splitting up? Aren't

we stronger when we travel togettter?" he asked in total confusion.

Crystat smiled voarmtg as she moved to retake her seat, "J understand from a
mititarg man's point of view that it would be the desirable choice, Captain Stevenson!”
she genttg scolded. " However, we have pirate ships out there scattering far and wide.
fpeopte are suffering greattg rigtit now as we speak.’ The purpose of our sister stiip is to
share in the responsibititg as we sptit up to cover more grounct. “We can take turns from
traveting together to taking separate routes. But the biggest ttting is to not fatt into a

pattern because the pirates would notice.”



Commodore Sullivan nodded in agreement, “Captain Boudier is rigttt.’ She has
painect many hours in stuctying the pirate ships papervoork. Tttey all suggest the pirates
are fect information and act accorctingty. “We must remain unpredictable to keep them off

"
our scent.

Lieutenant Rhine rea(tity nodded, “ﬂny time a pirate shows a pattern, they
usnatty change it to become unreliable for the most part. Captain has atways remained
several steps ahead t)y becoming unprectictatrle and using new techniques. Jf it wasn't for

her brilliance, we'd never have made it this far.’ "

Captain Stevenson quietty contemptatett vohat everyjone was saying and finatty

looked up to Crystat and gave a nod of his head in decisive agreement.

“Excellent!” Crystat stated exciteztty, “"Now, we must get Captain Stevenson,
qx/ong and Chow fully up to spee(t on our batile techniques from how we approach to
how we patt up atongsilte and board.” She became animated as everyone readily agreett.
“gooct, then we'll begin immectiately.' " she exclaimed as she walked to her desk and
pnltect out her own notes of variois strategies from her desk drawer and moved back to

her chair to take her seat.

They sat for hours as they discussed and openty famitiarizect each and every strategy
and came up with a few new ideas. (By the time the meeting ended, Captain Stevenson
was shaking his head in amazement at all Crystat's brilliant and carefutty thonght out
tecttniques. (Wong and Chow gave her aztoring and worshipfut looks as she smiled in

satisfaction.

Crystal stood in front of the table pnshing her chair back, “Now J have open-

minttectty considered as many possit)itities as possibte when planning these strategies.
Commodore and Lieutenant Rhine assisted with several as well. Our success relies on
not being preztictabte and not using any traditional techniques. J urge you lo feel free to
twring forvoar(t and try new ideas, but never ptace the ship or crew in harms way. “We
have managect to keep ahead t;y using the element of surprise and btinctsi(ting them where

tttey have limited reaction time!” she openly informezt and encoaragett.

Captain Stevenson gazect across the table with a wide smile, “Xou're at)sotutety

brilliant!” he exclaimed in excitement with his brown eyes lit up.

Chapter “Three



