
 

It’s a Mad, Mad, 

Mad, Mad Trip 
 

 

On the Road 

 of the Longest Two-Week  

Family Road Trip in History 

 

 

 

KEVIN JAMES SHAY 

 

with  PRESTON SHAY  

 

and  McKENNA SHAY 

 
 



 

Also by Kevin James Shay: 

 
Walking through the Wall [Lulu Press, Raleigh, N.C., 2012] 

A Parent’s Guide to Dallas/Fort Worth [Parent’s Guide Press, Los Angeles, 

2003] 

And Justice for All: The Untold History of Dallas, with Roy H. Williams [CGS 

Communications, Fort Worth, 1999] 

Sex, Lies & Newsprint: Tales from a North Dallas Police Blotter [The Register, 

Dallas, 1991] 

 

 

Front cover map courtesy of Nations Online Project 

Cartoon bubbles made through SuperLame.com 

Back cover photos by Kevin James Shay and an anonymous guy in LA 

 

Published by Lulu Press, Raleigh, N.C. 

 
FIRST EDITION 2014 

12    11   10   09   08   07        5  4  3  2  1 

 

 

Copyright © 2014 by Kevin James Shay 

 

All rights reserved. 

 

ISBN 978-1-304-94778-9  

 

Library of Congress Control Number:  2014905290 

 

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publications Data 

Shay, Kevin James, 1959- 

It’s a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad Trip. 

917.3    

1. United States, Description and Travel.   2. Automobile Travel – United 

States. 3. Humor.   4. Madness.   5. Insanity. 

ISBN 978-1-304-94778-9 

 

 

 

 

tel:2014905290


 

 

 

 

To Mom and Dad, 
 

who whet our appetite  
 

for insanely long 
 

road trips 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Contents 

 

Introduction                        11 

Chapter One: Are We There Yet?       15 

Chapter Two: Are you sure this Ledge is safe?    25 

Chapter Three: Water Park Capital of the World!   35 

Chapter Four: So this is the Old West?       45 

Chapter Five: Why does that old geyser smell so bad?  53 

Chapter Six: Vegas, baby!           63 

Chapter Seven: Where are the Hollywood parties?   69 

Chapter Eight: My hand is bigger than Matt Damon’s!   79 

Chapter Nine: Can we swim at that pool in the ballpark?    85 

Chapter Ten: We drove all this way to see a big hole 

in the ground?             91 

Chapter Eleven: Now we have to stop to see  

buried cars?            101 

Chapter Twelve: Finally, a restful vacation day!     109 

Chapter Thirteen: When are we going to get home?   117 



Chapter Fourteen: Appendix — the miscellaneous stuff  

at the end of a book, not the human organ!        

More fun facts            126 

More road trip tips            134 

Phone numbers/Websites of attractions along our route   136  

Resources               155 

 

One of our key destinations…. 

KEVIN JAMES SHAY PHOTO 

 

 



 

 

You got to be careful  

 

if you don’t know where you’re going,  

 

because you might not get there. 
 

 

— Yogi Berra, 

 

 Hall of Fame baseball player,  

 

                                         manager,  

 

                                                     philosopher 
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Our route….. 
 

 

 



Introduction 
 

 

 

 

In the summer of 2013, I sought a different kind of two-

week vacation with my two kids. Divorced since 2006, I had 

driven them a few times from our home near Washington, D.C., 

to Dallas, Texas, where their grandma and other relatives 

lived. I had driven them to New York City and other 

destinations.  

We had also flown to Disney World and to Dallas a few 

other times. 

As the Griswold’s of National Lampoon’s Vacation and 

others have discovered, nothing quite bonds a family like 

sitting in a vehicle together for seemingly endless hours 

barreling down some God-forsaken stretch of road in the 

middle of nowhere. It’s the American equivalent of Family 

Nirvana. Or Family Something Else That We Won’t Say Here 

Because We Are Trying To Be Polite. 

Places like Mount Rushmore, Hollywood, the Grand Canyon, 

and Walley World become our Mecca. Most families are 

content to make it to one of those destinations in a single 

drive during their annual vacations. Not us. Not on this trip. 

We had to make it to all of them and more. Except for Walley 

World. We tried to find that place but failed. Maybe it had 

been closed permanently after Clark Griswold’s little BB gun 

incident. 

Don’t ask why we had to cram so much in our journey. As 
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the title of this book suggests, I can be a bit mad. It’s in my 

genes, or jeans. 

If I had to give you an answer as to why I would drive 

6,950 miles in 17 days alone with my teen-age son and pre-teen 

daughter who seem to gain joy from teasing each other, I 

would first shrug and bide for time by asking you, “Why do you 

want to know?” 

After thinking about it, I would say something along the 

lines of because when I’m back working at the Daily Grind, I 

want to feel like I really did something on my vacation. I’ve 

never been content with lying around some beach or mountain 

cabin for too long during a vacation. That is good for a day or 

two, but not a week or two. 

I also enjoy showing the kids parts of the country they 

haven’t been. My mom and dad did that to Kathy, Patrick, and 

me when we were growing up. So I have to return the favor. 

Look it up ― it’s in The Parenting Bible on page 313. Or is that 

page 666? 

As a bonus, we set the World Record for the Longest 

Family Road Trip by a Single-Parent Driver in 17 Days or Less 

in a Vehicle with at least 165,000 Miles. That was verified by 

RecordSetter, a Las Vegas-based company that is the 

Wikipedia generation’s version of the longtime Guinness World 

Records outfit.  

Or was it the Longest Two-Week Vacation in History? At 

times, it seemed that way, driving almost 7,000 miles with two 

kids on my own in roughly two weeks. 

Besides telling a story and attempting to create some 

humorous cartoons from photos, we provide tips, details on 

attractions we visited on this trip and a few previous ones, fun 
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facts to inform and amuse you on your journeys, and more. 

This book is more than a stab at entertainment; we are Scouts 

and seek to be helpful, informative, courteous, kind, brave, 

clean, and reverent.  

Well, maybe just relatively clean and not too reverent. 

And not quite as helpful, kind, and courteous as we used to be. 

But then, who is? Even Martha Stewart, whose prison name 

was “M. Diddy,” was locked up for doing some unkind things, 

such as supposedly lying to the gummint. The nerve of that 

woman. I will never look at a Chocolate Crepe Souffle that 

Stewart makes in the same way again. I would still eat it, 

though. 

So, sit tight. Buckle up.  

It’s a mad, mad, mad, mad trip. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

A tender family moment…. 

 

PHOTO TAKEN BY SOME RANDOM BUT WILLING GUY IN HOLLYWOOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Chapter Eight 

 

My hand is bigger  

than Matt Damon’s! 
 

 

The worst thing about being a tourist is having other tourists recognize you as a tourist. 

― Russell Baker 

 

 
Noon. Tuesday, July 9 

 

Warner Brothers Studios is an icon in film history, having produced the 

first feature talking movie, The Jazz Singer, in 1927. Casablanca, Bonnie and 

Clyde, and Cool Hand Luke  are some other classics filmed here. Many TV 

shows are filmed here, including Two and a Half Men, The Big Bang Theory, 

and Conan. 

The 110-acre site has 29 soundstages, including one of the tallest in the 

world with a two-million-gallon tank. The back lot can become a jungle, town 

square, or large city in a matter of hours. 

During our ride around the Burbank studios, we don’t run into any 

celebrities. But we drive by some of their graves at Forest Lawn Memorial Park 

and their homes. The first home we locate is supposedly where Vanessa 

Hudgens lives a few blocks from Warner Bros. 

“Kenna, go knock on the door and ask if this is really Vanessa Hudgens’ 

house,” I say. 

“No!” McKenna shouts. “You can’t do that!” 

“Sure, you can. I’ve knocked on many doors. I’ve never been arrested for 

knocking on a door.” 

“I can’t!” 

We drive by the supposed home of the Jonas Brothers, which has to be a 

http://basicjokes.com/dquotes.php?cid=59
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former one, if anything. It’s way too plain and small to house teen idols. The 

Brady Bunch home is legit, though only exterior shots were taken here, with 

most of that show filmed at Paramount Studios and other sites. It’s a one-story 

rambler made to look like a two-story home.  

“See kids, this is where part of The Brady Bunch was filmed. That was one 

of my favorite TV shows when I was growing up,” I announce.  

“I thought they didn’t have TV back then?” Preston retorts. 

“Can we go now?” McKenna adds. But she would actually start watching 

reruns of that show upon our return home. 

On the way to one of the closest streets to the Hollywood sign, I get on 

Highway 101. “Here’s where Justin Bieber went 100 miles per hour and was 

stopped,” I say, referring to a 2012 incident.  

“I don’t care about Justin Bieber!” McKenna yells. 

I ignore her. “I don’t get how he could go 100 in LA traffic. I’m only going 

60.” And I don’t know how he could score even eight points in the celebrity All-

Star game in 2011 to get the fan’s vote for MVP when he is only 5-9 tall. He did 

make some nifty assists as well and has more game than most of the celebs in 

that exhibition. 

We soon get off the freeway and turn onto a winding, narrow road, heading 

for the hills. As we see the famous Hollywood sign well in sight, we stop and 

snap a few photos. Another tourist takes our photo for us before a security guard 

arrives to shoo people away. Later through a more detailed Internet search, I 

learn there is a path off another street that you can walk right up to the sign. Oh 

well. 

We can’t quite find Walley World, or even Six Flags Magic Mountain, 

where the scenes of Clark Griswold forcing a security guard with a BB gun to 

open the closed theme park to his family after he drove from Chicago in 

National Lampoon’s Vacation were filmed. But we locate TCL Chinese Theater, 

formerly Grauman’s and Mann’s, known for its courtyard of famous hand and 

foot prints that also hosted the Academy Awards.  

We tour the inside dressing rooms where Marilyn Monroe and others 

prepared for performances. We view the construction in the theater, which is 

being remodeled to feature an IMAX screen.  

 

Fun facts 

Only 24 percent of the 25 most popular animated and live-action movies 

released in 2013 were filmed in California. That was down from a 

commanding 68 percent in 1998, says FilmL.A., the region’s film office. 
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We get an up-close glimpse of practice concrete casts made of the 

signatures and prints of Jane Fonda and Jackie Chan, both of whom are recent 

honorees. Fonda is the first to depict a peace sign, our guide says. 

Some critics say the selection process for TCL has also deteriorated and 

note how some ceremonies — which also come with a cost in the tens of 

thousands of dollars — are tied to movie releases. It seems to be more legitimate 

than the Walk of Fame. At least I don’t see Vanna White’s hand print but view 

George Clooney’s. The honor is a big deal to Fonda, who writes on her blog that 

the ceremony was one of her “happiest days.” Her father made his prints here in 

1942, and hers are next to his.   

“Members of the press told me that the younger actors seem rather blasé 

about it, like it’s just another PR stunt,” Fonda writes. “They were happy to see 

that, for me, it was such a personal and emotional event.” 

For the grand opening of this theater in 1927, more than 100,000 people 

reportedly showed up to gawk at the stars who paid as much as $32 then — 

more than $400 today — to view Cecil B. DeMille’s silent classic The King of 

Kings. The theater also launched George Lucas's Star Wars in 1977, among 

others. 

The kids enjoy comparing their hand and foot prints to stars such as 

Johnny Depp and Matt Damon. “Look!” cries Preston. “My hand is bigger than 

Matt Damon’s!”  

“That’s not a surprise.” About the only ones my hand or foot do not dwarf 

are John Wayne’s, Clint Eastwood’s, and Arnold Schwarzenegger’s.   

There are imprints of the cigar of Groucho Marx, the magic wand of Harry 

Potter star Daniel Radcliffe, the face of John Barrymore, the legs of Betty 

Grable, and the noses of Jimmy Durante and Bob Hope. Trigger, the horse of 

Roy Rogers, left some hoof prints. 

We try to tour the Dolby Theatre, where the Oscars are held, but it is 

booked with the premier of Pacific Rim that day. I resist the urge to pull a Clark 

Griswold and force ourselves into the theatre. We walk on the outdoor stage that 

is being set up for the premier, which is surrounded by columns and statues. We 

don’t recognize any actors, but see a lot of wannabee actors.  

 

Fun facts 

The most watched television series final episode was MASH with 125.6 

million viewers in 1983. The movie that has made the most money, adjusted 

for inflation as of 2014, was Gone with the Wind at $1.61 billion. The 

highest-grossing movie released in recent years was Avatar, which ranks 13th 

on the list with $774 million. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Groucho_Marx
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Potter_(film_series)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Potter_(film_series)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_Radcliffe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Barrymore
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Betty_Grable
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Betty_Grable
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jimmy_Durante
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bob_Hope


 

82 

 

Tour of Hollywood homes 

 

“Come and listen to my story about a man named Jed, the coonskin 

cap….da da da da da da da,” I try to sing the theme song to The Beverly 

Hillbillies, as we cruise along the palm-tree lined street that Jed & kin drove 

down for that show. “That was another of my favorite shows when I was your 

age.”  

McKenna barely looks away from the latest photo she snaps on her iPod. 

“Uh-huh. That’s very interesting, Daddy…. Please stop trying to sing.”  

My life didn’t really revolve around the TV when I was a kid, though it 

sometimes seemed like it did. We played kickball, football, baseball, basketball, 

and other sports outdoors all day. But the TV was our version of today’s 

Smartphone or laptop or tablet. My first purchase with money I made through a 

paper route when I was 14 was a $100, 12” black-and-white TV for my room 

that I bought at a local FedMart store. No flat screen. No DVD input. Not even a 

cable input.  

It was the dark ages. As one of McKenna’s Christmas presents this year, I 

would get her a 32” color flat-screen set with bells and whistles for $100. The 

China-manufactured TV has a life expectancy of three years, while my old 

black-and-white one made in the U.S. lasted more than a decade. FedMart has 

long since gone out of business, replaced by Sam’s Club, Costco, and other 

mega-retailers. There is something wrong and something right with this picture, 

but I can’t figure out if it is a net gain or loss. 

We continue to cruise the streets of Hollywood, finding the supposed 

homes or former homes of Madonna, Depp, Zac Efron, Lucille Ball, and others. 

Madonna would soon sell her 9-bedroom, 15-bathroom Beverly Hills mansion 

for $20 million, some $8 million more than she bought it for in 2003. She 

reportedly tried to get $28 million. The pop star was already the highest-paid 

celebrity between June 2012 and June 2013, amassing $125 million, according 

to Forbes.  

That’s about $25 million more than Steven Spielberg, $30 million more 

than Howard Stern, Simon Cowell, and E.L. James, $35 million more than 

Glenn Beck, and $48 million more than Oprah. It’s also $47 million more than 

the highest-paid sports celebrity, Tiger Woods. And it’s about $124.96 million 

more than what the average American makes.  

So why is someone like Madonna worth $124.96 million more a year than 

a decent police officer or teacher who contributes more to society? I give up. I 

can’t begin to make a case that someone singing mediocre songs half-naked on a 

stage is worth 2,499 times more than someone who risks his life to protect 

people or educates young minds. You can say that a Spielberg movie like 
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Schindler’s List raises some important issues in society, as does Oprah’s shows 

at times. But are those people worth that much more than people who really put 

their lives on the line? The difference is somehow the celebrities get on movies, 

TV, and radio, and a lot of us watch them for whatever reason. The average 

police officer or teacher does not. 

Gazing at another tree-lined driveway that may or may not be where 

Madonna or Depp or some other celeb resides, I am torn between curiosity and 

disgust. By sitting here outside someone’s home gawking, I am contributing to 

the celebrity worshipping that feeds such excess. Don’t I have anything better to 

see? Just what do I expect to find out here? Do I expect the owner to walk down 

this driveway, sign an autograph for the kids, and answer my question: Um, just 

how much money do you have to make for it to be enough? 

No, I don’t. But stranger things have happened. I have a fairly uncanny 

knack for locating or running into celebrities. When I was a young writer, I 

really longed to be famous myself. But the older I get, the less I dream about 

that. Part of it is just being tired of the chase. At some point, you have to resign 

yourself to the lot you have and relax a little. Another part is that I see the price 

celebrities pay for fame, how they can never seem to relax, how someone 

always wants a piece of them. Fame is intoxicating in a way. But it’s also tiring. 

Still, a part of me wouldn’t mind trading shoes just to check out the lifestyle.  

“Daddy, what are we doing?” McKenna wakes me from my change-

nothing daydream. “Why are we just sitting here in front of a driveway?” 

“I don’t know, Kenna.” There she goes with those questions I cannot 

answer, again. “Good question…. Time to move on.”  

We cruise past the Nickelodeon studios, where some of McKenna’s 

favorite shows are filmed, and Hollywood High. We drive along the famed 

Rodeo Drive in Beverly Hills, viewing high-end shops with names that sound 

like European models and the Torso sculpture, a 14-foot aluminum statue and 

symbol of a fashion elite award. The artwork by Robert Graham depicts a naked 

woman from armpit to knee standing in a median strip. Times Square has its 

Naked Cowboy and Naked Cowgirl, actual living people. Rodeo Drive has its 

artificial naked icon. 

“Don’t look, Daddy. You’re too young!” McKenna tells me. 

“At what? Oh that,” I say, taking a photo. 

We drive by the home where Marilyn Monroe paid the ultimate price for 

fame in 1962, which is eerily close to the condo where Nicole Simpson and 

Ronald Goldman were discovered murdered in 1994. We don’t linger here. 

There is something sad about this quest. Maybe we can find something more to 

our liking at a beach. 
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We reach Malibu Beach and park along Highway 1 for another ocean shot. 

We’re not far from the southern edge of one of the most scenic drives in 

America along the narrow shoulders and steep drop-offs of the Big Sur Coast 

Highway. 

“Can we go swimming, Daddy?” McKenna asks. 

“Well, we have to get to Phoenix tonight.” 

“C’mon. We’ve come all this way.” 

I have to drive through rush-hour LA traffic on this Tuesday so might as 

well wait till it clears a little. McKenna wastes little time changing into her 

swimsuit in the vehicle, as Preston commands that she not get sandy.  

“Yeah, that’s going to happen,” I laugh. 

We find an uncrowded spot well away from the surfers. The water is cool, 

but not cold, refreshing. Again, there aren’t many shells, which the Pacific tends 

to chew up, unless you reach a cove. Moonstone Beach in Cambria farther up 

the road is a decent place to find gems. 

For an hour or so, we are free, without a care, suspended above the 

confines of schedules, deadlines, expectations, rules, and dreams. We splash 

each other and run along the beach, searching for nothing but a moment in the 

setting sun.  

I don’t even worry about how I will get us some 400 miles to Phoenix that 

night. We’ve made it all the way across the country. We’ve exceeded our 

expectations for this trip.  

We’re not famous for doing so. There is no welcoming committee to greet 

us, no paparazzi to record our deed and relay it to the masses. There is just the 

endless motion of the waves, the glimpse of the setting sun way out there past 

the edge of the ocean, the refreshing coolness of the water at our feet.  

For now, it’s enough. We can afford to savor this moment.  

Memento vivere. 

 

Tip from Preston in visiting the TCL Chinese Theater: Count how 

many TV and movie stars whose hand or foot is smaller than yours. 

 

Tip from McKenna in visiting the TCL Chinese Theater: Take the 

tour so you can be in the dressing room where Marilyn Monroe was. 

 

 



 

 

 

Chapter 14 

 

Appendix 
– the miscellaneous stuff at the end 

of a book, not the human organ! 

 

 

 

More fun facts 
 

While riding all those miles in your vehicle, you can impress and stump your 

parents, siblings, kids, friends, or travel partners with these amazing facts. Be careful, or 

you might learn something yourself!  

Note: If you are driving, please wait until you take a break to read these. No driving 

and reading! 

 

About 41 million Americans took a road trip of at least 50 miles over the 

July 4th holiday in 2013. More than 5 million Americans take a trip of more 

than 1,000 miles in a car during an average summer, according to AAA. 

 

Most visited cities, U.S., 2012: 
1.   Orlando, Fla., 57.3 million visitors. 

2.   New York City, 52.7 million. 

3.   Chicago, 46.4 million. 

4.   Atlanta, 42.3 million. 

5.   Los Angeles, 41.4 million. 

6.   Las Vegas, 39.7 million. 
 Sources: Tourism bureaus 

 

 The largest city in the world in 

population is Shanghai, China, 

with 17.8 million people.  

 

 

 

Most populous cities, U.S., 2013: 
1.   New York City, 8.4 million. 

2.   Los Angeles, 3.9 million.  

3.   Chicago, 2.7 million. 

4.   Houston, 2.2 million.  

5.   Philadelphia, 1.55 million. 

6.   Phoenix, 1.5 million. 

7.   San Antonio, 1.4 million. 

8.   San Diego, 1.36 million. 

9.   Dallas, 1.26 million. 

10.  San Jose, 1.0 million. 

11.  Austin, 0.89 million. 

12.  Indianapolis, 0.843 million. 
 Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Most populated metro areas (cities + suburbs), U.S., 2013: 
1.   New York-Newark, 19.9 million. 

2.   Los Angeles-Anaheim, 13.1 million. 

3.   Chicago-Elgin, 9.5 million. 

4.   Dallas-Fort Worth, 6.8 million. 

5.   Houston-Sugar Land, 6.3 million. 

6.   Philadelphia-Wilmington, 6.0 million. 

7.   Washington, D.C.-Arlington, 5.9 million. 

8.   Miami-Fort Lauderdale, 5.8 million. 

9.   Atlanta-Roswell, 5.5 million. 

10.  Boston-Cambridge, 4.7 million. 

11.  San Francisco-Oakland, 4.5 million. 

12.  Phoenix-Scottsdale, 4.4 million. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

 

The Toronto Maple Leafs and Philadelphia Warriors were the fastest major 

sports franchises to win championships, both in their first seasons. The 

Warriors, which later became Golden State, won the NBA’s first title in 

1947. The Maple Leafs, then named the Arenas, took the first Stanley Cup 

back in 1918. The Boston Red Sox and Chicago Bears won respective MLB 

(1903) and NFL (1921) titles in their third seasons under different names. 

In more modern times, the Milwaukee Bucks won an NBA championship in 

only their third year in 1971. The Arizona Diamondbacks took an MLB crown 

in their fourth year in 2001.  

 

Most years, major pro sports franchises have yet to win first title, as of 

2013: 
1.  (tie)  Texas Rangers/ Washington Senators, 52 years. 

1.   Minnesota Vikings, 52 years. 

3.   Houston Astros/Colt .45s, 51 years. 

4.   Atlanta Falcons, 47 years. 

5.  (tie)  St. Louis Blues, 46 years. 

5.   Denver Nuggets/Rockets, 46 years. 

7.  (tie)  Cincinnati Bengals, 45 years. 

7.   Phoenix Suns, 45 years. 

9.  (tie)  Milwaukee Brewers/Seattle Pilots, 44 years. 

9.  Washington Nationals/Montreal Expos, 44 years.  

9.  San Diego Padres, 44 years. 

12. (tie)  Vancouver Canucks, 43 years. 

12.  Cleveland Cavaliers, 43 years. 

12.  Los Angeles/San Diego Clippers/Buffalo Braves, 43 years.  

12.  Buffalo Sabres, 43 years. 

16.  Arizona Coyotes/Winnipeg  Jets, 41 years. 

17. (tie) Washington Capitals, 39 years. 

17.  Utah/ New Orleans Jazz, 39 years. 

19. Seattle Mariners, 36 years. 



 

 

 

 

20. (tie) Orlando Magic, 24 years. 

20. Minnesota Timberwolves, 24 years. 
 Sources: NFL, MLB, NBA, NHL 

  

Some teams have gone longer without winning a title, but their franchise 

has won at least one. 

The Chicago Cubs’ last MLB title was 1908. 

The Arizona/ St. Louis/ Chicago Cardinals’ last NFL title was 1947. 

The Cleveland Indians’ last MLB title was 1948. 

The Sacramento Kings’ last NBA title was 1951. 

Tallest completed buildings, U.S., June 2014:  
1.   Willis Tower, Chicago, 1,451 feet, completed 1974. 

2.   Trump International Hotel and Tower, Chicago, 1,389 feet, 2009. 

3.   Empire State Building, New York City, 1,250 feet, 1931. 

4.   Bank of America Tower, New York City, 1,200 feet, 2009. 

5.   Aon Center, Chicago, 1,136 feet, 1973. 

6.   John Hancock Center, Chicago, 1,128 feet, 1969. 

7.  (tie)  Chrysler Building, New York City, 1,046 feet, 1930. 

7.   New York Times Building,                                                      New York City, 1,046 

feet, 2007. 

9.   Bank of America Plaza, Atlanta, 1,040 feet, 1993. 

10.  U.S. Bank Tower, Los Angeles, 1,018 feet, 1990. 
 Source: Council on Tall Buildings  and Urban Habitat 
 

 

Worst cities to park your car,  U.S., 2014: 
1.   Chicago, $35 average daily rate, 33% car theft rate above national average. 

2.   Oakland, $15.50, 125%. 

3.   San Francisco, $29, -5.5%. 

4.   New York City, $32, -75%. 

5.   Boston, $33.50, -37%.  
Source: Nerdwallet 

 

Best cities to park, U.S., 2014: 
1.   Boise, Id., $12 daily parking, -85% car theft rate below national average. 

2.   Greenville, S.C., $6, -46%. 

3.   Jacksonville, Fla., $8.56, -52%. 

4.   Raleigh, N.C., $10, -59%. 

5.   Walnut Creek, Calif., $12, -53%. 
Source: Nerdwallet 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

More road trip tips 
 

Send away for paper maps and guidebooks beforehand. 
Your GPS might be as reliable as our CRV was, but sometimes even that and 

your Smartphone can fail you. Or you can reach a place where you can’t get 

service. That’s why it’s smart to have a back-up plan. Old-fashioned paper maps do 

the trick. Plus, it’s always good to have a rough idea of where you are heading.  

You can find a list of links to state tourism bureaus where you can fill out 

forms and receive maps and guidebooks free at the U.S. government’s portal at 

www.usa.gov/Citizen/Topics/Travel-Tourism/State-Tourism.shtml. There are other 

sites that link to state tourism bureaus and city ones, such as Free Travel Guides at 

free-travel-guides.us/state-local-travel-guides.html.  

Most will be sent free, but some charge for postage and handling. While most 

will send the maps and brochures before two months, you will want to send away 

for the items more than two months in advance to be safe. Some sites have 

electronic brochures and maps you can download and print out if you need them in 

a hurry. 

 

Don’t forget power cords for your electronic gadgets. 
It wouldn’t hurt to bring extra cords just in case you misplace one. Bring ones 

that plug into your car’s lighter, not just electrical outlets. Universal car inverters 

are useful for powering up everything from laptops and Smartphones to iPods and 

DVD players. 

You may want to bring extra headphones or ear buds. Those tend to break or 

wind up missing, as well. And though you may be tempted to use them yourself as 

you drive to drown out your kids’ inevitable bickering, it’s generally not a good 

idea to be driving with headphones on since you focus too much on the music or 

what you are listening to, rather than your surroundings and the road ahead. 

 

Download useful travel applications. 

GasBuddy is a good app to help you compare and find gas stations. Mapquest 

is good to help you find your way. Roadtrippers offers not just travel route planning 

but suggestions for hotels, dining, and attractions. RoadsideAmerica has an app for 

quirky roadside stops, which break up the driving. 

 

Bring a cooler. 
You might not always find ice, but coolers still protect food and drinks, 

keeping them from pesky insects and vermin. Paper plates, napkins, and utensils 

come in handy, especially if you stop off at a grocery store for food and prepare 

sandwiches. Stay away from spam, though.  

Also, remember to put some ice in your cooler before you leave a hotel. Use 

the hotel bucket to transfer ice to your cooler, but don’t take too much. 

http://www.usa.gov/Citizen/Topics/Travel-Tourism/State-Tourism.shtml
http://free-travel-guides.us/state-local-travel-guides.html


 

 

 

 

Talk about your plans with your partners. 
Discuss with your traveling partners, even if they are your kids, what they 

want to see and where they want to go and stay. You don’t have to always follow 

their suggestions, especially if all they want to do is find the closest theme park or 

water park. But at least you made them feel like they have a say and are part of the 

process. Try to be flexible enough to do a few things others want to do. 

 

If driving at night, make sure you stop every two hours 

or so. Bring extra pillows! 
Get out and stretch at a well-lit rest area or truck stop, even if you’re not 

tired. Take catnaps at truck stops, which are usually more populated and safer than 

rest areas at night.  

Driving at night can have its advantages; the highways are significantly less 

crowded, for one. And my kids slept most of the time and thus did not bicker as 

much as when they were awake. 

 

Tough audience…. 
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Phone numbers/websites of attractions 

along our route 
 

 
Sometimes when you travel, your electronics don’t work so well due to being out in 

the boondocks, or you don’t have them charged up. So we included old-fashioned phone 

numbers, not just websites, with attractions that have those.  

If your phone doesn’t work, well, not much we can do. Be resourceful and find one 

of those old-fashioned pay phones. 

 

 

Maryland 

 
Madonna of the Trail Statue, Bethesda, 

www.dar.org/natsociety/content.cfm?ID=324&FO=Y&hd 

The easternmost 18-foot-high statue of 12 that stretch all the way to California honoring 

the pioneering mothers who traveled west with their mad husbands. Westernmost one is 

in Upland, Calif. Created by the National Society Daughters of the American Revolution 

in the 1920s. 

 

Great Falls National Park, Potomac, 703-285-2965, www.nps.gov/grfa 

Billy Goat Trail is the best hiking trail on Maryland side. Can park free in a lot across 

from the Old Angler’s Inn on Macarthur Blvd., though it’s crowded. 

 

National Capital Trolley Museum, Colesville, 301-384-6088, www.dctrolley.org 

Make sure you ride the old trolley through the grounds.  

 

Harry Grove Stadium, Frederick, 301-662-0013, www.milb.com/index.jsp?sid=t493 

Great place to watch future Orioles players on Frederick Keys minor league team. 

 

National Aquarium, Baltimore, 410-576-3800, www.aqua.org 

A good place to go on Dollar Days in December, but get there early. Regularly on top ten 

best aquarium in nation lists. 

 

Maryland Science Center, Baltimore, 410-685-5225, www.mdsci.org 

McKenna once slept here near a human body exhibit with her Girl Scout troop. 

 

Port Discovery, Baltimore, 410-727-8120, www.portdiscovery.org 

Preston once slept here near a three-story urban treehouse with his Cub Scout pack. 

 

Oriole Park at Camden Yards, Baltimore, 410-685-9800, 

baltimore.orioles.mlb.com/bal/ballpark 

Dad caught his first-ever foul ball at a MLB game at age 53 here, then gave it to a kid 

next to him whose dad took a nasty tumble onto some empty seats as he also leaned for 

the ball. 

 

http://www.nps.gov/grfa


 

 

 

 

Babe Ruth Birthplace and Museum, Baltimore, 410-727-1539, baberuthmuseum.org 

Awesome memorabilia, such as Babe’s boyhood bat and the scorecard from his first 

professional game.  

 

M&T Bank Stadium, Baltimore, 410-261-7283, 

www.baltimoreravens.com/gameday/mt-bank-stadium.html 

Home of Preston’s favorite NFL team. Center of an awesome Super Bowl victory 

celebration in 2013.   

 

Baltimore Tattoo Museum, 410-522-5800, www.baltimoretattoomuseum.net 

Walls lined with examples of what you can have imprinted on your skin. 

 

Flag Ponds Nature Park, Lusby, 410-586-1477, www.calvertparks.org/fpp.html 

You can find some fairly large shark teeth and nice shells along the beach here. There is 

about a half-mile walk from the parking lot to the beach. Bring a net to “fish” in the 

waves for the teeth. 

 

Ocean City Boardwalk, Ocean City, 800-626-2326, www.ocboards.com 

The roller coaster and old carousel are fun – don’t forget to try some real Maryland crab 

cakes. 

 

Antietam National Battlefield, Sharpsburg, 301-432-5124, www.nps.gov/anti 

Site of the bloodiest one-day battle in history on U.S. soil, with almost 23,000 casualties 

in 1862. 

 

Fort Frederick State Park, Big Pool, 301-842-2155, 

dnr2.maryland.gov/publiclands/Pages/western/fortfrederick.aspx 

A real stone fort built in 1756 that protected Maryland’s frontier settlers during the 

French and Indian War. Was a prison for British soldiers during the American 

Revolutionary War, and Union troops were stationed here during the Civil War. 

 

Deep Creek Lake, McHenry, 301-387-4386, www.visitdeepcreek.com 

Popular boating lake in summer, good skiing and snow tubing in winter. Preston and 

McKenna even met NASCAR driver Denny Hamlin here. 

 

 

Pennsylvania 
 

Gettysburg National Military Park, 717-334-1124, www.nps.gov/gett 

Go on a ghost tour near Halloween for a special twist. For some reason, park passes don’t 

work, even though it’s run by the National Park Service and other battlefields like 

Antietam take them. 

 

Flight 93 National Memorial, Shanksville, Pa., 814-893-6322, www.nps.gov/flni 

Memorial at the site where Flight 93 went down on Sept. 11, 2001. Some of the 40 

passengers and crew fought the terrorists and thwarted their plans to fly that plane into 

the Capitol or White House. The group was believed to almost regain control of the plane 

when the terrorists decided to crash it in a field. There were no survivors on board, but 

unlike the three other attack planes that day, no one died on the ground and the plane 

failed to reach its intended target. 

http://www.baltimoreravens.com/gameday/mt-bank-stadium.html
http://www.visitdeepcreek.com/
http://www.nps.gov/gett


 

 

 

 

Fallingwater, Mill Run, 724-329-8501, www.fallingwater.org 

National Historic Landmark house designed by Frank Lloyd Wright. 

 

Carnegie Museums of Pittsburgh, 412-622-3131, www.carnegiemuseums.org 

Four distinctive museums. Carnegie Science Center houses Robot Hall of Fame with 

inductees including C-3PO and R2-D2. Andy Warhol Museum features his stuffed great 

dane. 

PNC Park, Pittsburgh, 800-BUY-BUCS, pittsburgh.pirates.mlb.com/pit/ballpark 

Regularly gets top marks in best MLB ballpark lists.  

 

Rivers of Steel National Heritage Area, Bost Building, Homestead, 412-464-4020, 

www.riversofsteel.com 

Intriguing exhibits on the history of this area, which was the steelmaking capital of the 

world for more than a century. 

 

America’s Steepest Street, 1625 Canton Avenue, www.roadsideamerica.com/tip/38651 

With a 37 percent grade, this is likely the steepest street in the world as well. Drive up, 

but not down. 

 

 

Ohio 
 

Pro Football Hall of Fame, Canton, 330-456-8207, www.profootballhof.com 

Don’t miss the Hall of Fame Gallery with the busts of inductees, which is a bit eerie. Be 

sure to catch a fascinating demonstration on how they make the bronze busts. 

 

Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum, Cleveland, 216-781-7625, 

www.rockhall.com 

The museum itself is impressive. But why did The Rolling Stones not get inducted until 

the fourth year, The Who until the fifth year, and Bruce Springsteen until the 14th year?  

 

House Where Superman was Born, 10622 Kimberly Ave., Cleveland, 

www.roadsideamerica.com/story/29686 

The Man of Steel was created here in 1932 by 18-year-old Jerry Siegel. 

 

Cuyahoga Valley National Park, Peninsula, 330-657-2752, www.nps.gov/cuva  

One of the most popular national parks in the country, with a wide range of outdoor 

activities and a scenic train ride. 

 

Cedar Point Amusement Park, Sandusky, 419-627-2350, www.cedarpoint.com 

Only amusement park in the world with four roller coasters taller than 200 feet. 

 

Kalahari Resort, Sandusky, 877-525-2427, www.kalahariresorts.com/ohio 

Has the largest indoor water park under one roof in the nation. 

 

Merry-Go-Round Museum, Sandusky, 419-626-6111, www.merrygoroundmuseum.org 

Admission price includes a ride on a classic carousel. 

 

Tony Packo’s, Toledo, 419-691-6054, www.tonypacko.com 

Restaurant’s walls have more than 1,500 hot dog buns signed by celebrities. 

http://www.fallingwater.org/
http://www.riversofsteel.com/
http://www.profootballhof.com/
http://www.rockhall.com/
http://www.nps.gov/cuva
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g50940-d102765-Reviews-Cedar_Point_Amusement_Park-Sandusky_Ohio.html
http://www.merrygoroundmuseum.org/
http://www.tonypacko.com/


 

 

 

 

Indiana 
 

Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, Porter, 219-395-1772, www.nps.gov/indu 

The holes in the sand here mystify scientists. 

Notre Dame Stadium, South Bend, 574-631-7356, www.und.com/facilities/notre-dame-

stadium.html   

The shrine of college football. 

 

Studebaker National Museum, South Bend, 888-391-5600, 

www.studebakermuseum.org 

Has more than 75 of the defunct classic cars. 

 

 

Illinois 
 

Trump International Hotel and Tower, Chicago, 855-878-6700, 

www.trumphotelcollection.com/chicago 

We don’t usually work out on vacation, but the view from the 14th story exercise room 

inspired us. 

 

Willis Tower Skydeck, Chicago, 312-875-9447, www.theskydeck.com 

The Ledge may be a bit nerve-wracking, but the view 103 stories below is worth it. 

 

Millennium Park, Chicago, 312-742-1168, www.millenniumpark.org 

The Cloud Gate sculpture is better than a carnival funhouse mirror, and it’s free. 

 

Navy Pier, Chicago, 800-595-7437, www.navypier.com 

Like a carnival boardwalk with museums. 

 

Lou Malnati’s Pizzeria, 847-562-1814, www.loumalnatis.com 

For Chicago deep-dish pizza, many say this is the place. 

 

Art Institute of Chicago, 312-443-3600, www.artic.edu 

Second largest art museum in the country behind New York’s Met. 

 

Museum of Science and Industry, Chicago, 773-684-1414, www.msichicago.org 

Largest science museum in the Western Hemisphere, filled with hands-on exhibits. 

 

Shedd Aquarium, Chicago, 312-939-2438, www.sheddaquarium.org 

Largest indoor aquarium in the world. 

 

Adler Planetarium, Chicago, 312-922-7827, www.adlerplanetarium.org 

America’s first planetarium right on Lake Michigan. 

 

United Center, Chicago, 312-455-4500, www.unitedcenter.com 

The arena that Michael Jordan’s Bulls engrained in sports history with six NBA titles in 

the 1990s. Don’t miss his Spirit statue outside. NHL’s Blackhawks, winner of five titles 

with the last in 2013, also play here. 

 

 

http://www.studebakermuseum.org/
http://855-878-6700/
http://www.trumphotelcollection.com/chicago
http://www.theskydeck.com/
http://www.navypier.com/
http://www.loumalnatis.com/
http://www.artic.edu/
http://www.adlerplanetarium.org/
http://www.unitedcenter.com/


 

 

 

 

Wrigley Field, Chicago, 800-843-2827, chicago.cubs.mlb.com/chc/ballpark 

Go on the field and in the dugout and dressing room during off-game days with a tour. 

This long-suffering, second-oldest MLB park hasn’t seen the home team win a World 

Series title – Cubs’ last title in 1908 was at the long-gone West Side Park. 

 

U.S. Cellular Field, Chicago, 312-674-1000, chicago.whitesox.mlb.com/cws/ballpark 

The other baseball team that plays in Chicago. The White Sox have won a World Series 

in the last century, the latest in 2005. 

 

Soldier Field, Chicago, 312-235-7000, www.soldierfield.net 

Home of the Bears, who have won several titles, including the Super Bowl in 1985. 

 

 

Wisconsin 
 

Wisconsin State Capitol, Madison, 608-266-0382, tours.wisconsin.gov 

Roman Renaissance-style architecture with the only granite dome in a Capitol in the U.S. 

The tallest building in Madison, which has a height zoning law similar to D.C. 

  
Chula Vista Resort, Wisconsin Dells, 855-388-4782, www.chulavistaresort.com 

Ride the Fly’n Mayan, billed as the world’s fastest and longest indoor water coaster. 

 

Noah’s Ark Water Park, Wisconsin Dells, 608-254-6351, 

www.noahsarkwaterpark.com 

Largest outdoor water park in the United States. 

 

Polynesian Water Park Resort, Wisconsin Dells, 800-272-5642, 

www.dellspolynesian.com 

First indoor water park in the country. 

 

Wilderness Hotel and Golf Resort, Wisconsin Dells, 800-867-9453, 

www.wildernessresort.com 

Largest indoor water park in the U.S. not under one roof. 

 

 

Minnesota 
 

Great River Buffs State Park, Winona, 507-643-6849, 

www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks/great_river_bluffs 

Breathtaking view of the Mississippi River Valley in its smaller northern stage before the 

2,340-mile waterway becomes a mightier river to the south. Flyway for eagles and 

hawks. 

 

Mayo Clinic Heritage Hall, Rochester, 507-284-2511, www.mayoclinic.org/about-

mayo-clinic/history/heritage-hall 

Free museum about one of the top medical organizations in the world.  

 

Corn Water Tower, Rochester, www.roadsideamerica.com/tip/4025 

Some think it’s corny, but we like it. 

 

http://www.soldierfield.net/
http://www.chulavistaresort.com/
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