The Secret of the Hanged Man(Excerpt)

A man was walking at the edge of town,
when he came to a giant tree(He had no
idea what species it was...he wasn’t an
arborist). He noticed a large protruding
branch that looked like a hangman’s bough,
and he got a sudden urge to climb the tree
and hang upside down by his
legs(Apparently re-visiting his youth). So
he’s hanging there for a while, loses track of
time, and his legs fall asleep. He wants to

come down from the tree, but his legs are
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failing him. Desperate, he starts to swing
but cannot get the momentum, so he tries
iInstead to reach up and push one of his
legs over the branch. The man falls out of
the tree and onto his head, breaking his
neck. He’s dead. The impact dislodged
some coins from his pockets, and they lay
as motionless as he on the ground around

him...



