




Andrew Graham Bonar was born in 1933 and went to school in Scotland.  Following two years’ national 
service, during which he was trained as a Russian interpreter, he attended London University and 
subsequently Edinburgh University, and some years later, in 1968, joined the British Council and was 
sent on assignments to several overseas countries including the Soviet Union.  Before being posted to 
Moscow, however, he had already made four visits to the Soviet Union, of which the first three form the 
subject of this series of six e-books entitled: Memories of the Soviet Union 1957, 1959/60, 1968.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE



Table Of Contents

Music clip: The Internationale

The 6th World Festival 
of Youth and Students

My route to Moscow

The Iron Curtain

Arrival in Moscow

Music clip: Russian 
music of the 1950s

Impressions of Moscow

Note on clothing

A fruit and vegetable market

Music clip: Moscow Nights

Free newspapers

Old Moscow

New Moscow

The Agricultural Exhibition

Music clip: Tchaikovsky  Op. 66

The Kremlin ball

 The Novodevichi Monastery

The Trinity Lavra, Zagorsk

Tailpiece

Index of place names Books 1-6

Biographical Note



IMAGE	  4.1	  
MY ROUTE FROM THE WEST TO MOSCOW



Anyone wishing to enter the Soviet 

bloc from the West by car or train 

was obliged, at some point, to 

pass through the Iron Curtain, a 

gigantic fence stretching from the 

Baltic to Yugoslavia with 

watchtowers at frequent intervals, 

whose main purpose was to seal 

off the Soviet bloc from contact 

with the West.

An	  Iron	  Curtain	  Watchtower

Revisiting the USSR of the 1950s



The main purpose of the first six of the se-
ries of World Festivals of Youth and Stu-
dents inaugurated in 1947 was to impress 
upon the world the ardent desire of the re-
gimes of the Soviet bloc for peace, and to 
demonstrate the progress made by these re-
gimes since the defeat of Nazi Germany. 
Most of the “delegates” were communists or 
communist sympathizers but there were oth-
ers who were politically neutral or even, in 
some cases, openly opposed to communist 
ideas and practices. Whatever the case it 
was a great opportunity for all of us to see 
for ourselves something of what was going 
on behind the Curtain. And in the event it 
turned out to be quite possible to contact 
dissident students and others,if one wanted, 
and hear their side of the story, and also “do 
business” with them!

My	  invita9on	  to	  the	  6th	  World	  Fes9val	  



IMAGE 6.1 
Fruit	  and	  vegetable	  market	  	  

Fruit	  and	  vegetable	  market	  	  

At the Preobrazhensky market citi-
zens could buy fruit and vegetables 
direct from peasant producers. But 
there wasn’t a great deal of choice: 
apples, plums and perhaps pears in 
season, potatoes, peas, onions, rad-
ishes and one or two more items. 
But that was all.	  

A FRUIT AND VEGETABLE MARKET 

A	  street	  kiosk

Kiosks could be found 
on some streets and 
in some parks, but 
they frequently offered 
a very limited range of 
goods: refreshments, 
newspapers and peri-
odicals, cigarettes and 
suchlike.
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