




Andrew Graham Bonar was born in 1933 and went to school in Scotland.  Following two years’ national 
service, during which he was trained as a Russian interpreter, he attended London University and 
subsequently Edinburgh University, and some years later, in 1968, joined the British Council and was 
sent on assignments to several overseas countries including the Soviet Union.  Before being posted to 
Moscow, however, he had already made four visits to the Soviet Union, of which the first three form the 
subject of this series of six e-books entitled: Memories of the Soviet Union 1957, 1959/60, 1968.
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IMAGE	  4.1	  

OUR ROUTE FROM TBILISI TO BUKHARA IN CENTRAL ASIA



IMAGE 5.1  BUKHARA 

Super	  8mm	  film



IMAGE 6.1  

By 1968 there was not a great deal left of 
the earthen city walls of Bukhara, which 
over a long period had been allowed to 
crumble or had been deliberately 
demolished. But here and there it was still 
possible to get an idea of their former 
majestic height.

THE CITY WALLS

Crumbling	  city	  walls	  of	  Bukhara	  	  

Crumbling	  city	  walls	  of	  Bukhara	  	  	  

Remains	  of	  the	  city	  walls	  



Entrance	  to	  the	  
Zindan	  (the	  Emir’s	  

prison)	  

IMAGE 7.1  The	  Ark	  (Citadel)	  of	  the	  Emirs	  of	  Bukhara	  	  

Effigy	  of	  a	  prisoner	  of	  the	  Emir
The	  Registan	  (main	  square)	  in	  front	  of	  the	  Ark

entrance	  to	  
the	  Ark

Uzbek Music

The Emir was an absolute 
ruler who dealt harshly 
with his prisoners. Here 
we see the effigy of one 
unfortunate inmate of the 
Zindan, the Emir’s prison. 

THE ARK

The Ark or Citadel of the Emirs of Bukhara. 
This was the main residence of the Emirs 
and contained, apart from their residential 
accommodation, a mosque, a harem, dun-
geons, and much else. Musicians used to 
sit in the gallery above the gateway and per-
form whenever the Emir entered the Ark. 

Musicians’	  Gallery	  
above	  the	  Entrance	  to	  

the	  Ark
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