
city creek 

 

the privileged- 

shoppers meandering- 

nordstrom's, 

aldos,  

xpress, 

macy's, 

lush. 

the man with tan trousers 

embezzled 10k when he was twenty-four 

from his buddy's start-up 

to buy an engagement ring 

and a dishwasher for his grandmother- 

the middle-aged man with jet black hair 

has only one good memory about his father- 

when they tied sheets around their necks 

and ran around the yard 

playing superheroes.  

the heavy-set woman in her early fifties 

skimmed money from her 

grandchild's trust fund 

to get botox and laser lipo- 

the asian woman sits on a bench 

with her blank-faced child. 

she lets her husband fuck her in the ass 

at night while he chokes her. 



 

the two blondes are sisters- 

one of them was bulimic in high school 

and ruined her front teeth- 

the other one wants a divorce 

but stays for her autistic child. 

the security guard walks backwards talking 

on his walkie-talkie- 

he had a shot 

at playing college ball 

but got busted for pot when he was  

seventeen. 

the elderly woman walking with her 

broker son 

remembers what it was like 

to go to bed hungry 

and so she made sure he never did 

even after his father left 

when he was nine. 

the man with frizzled salt and pepper hair 

dreams of fisting his daughter-in-law. 

the two women on his right 

are afraid of the four latino 

youths lounging near the elevators. 

the three business men walking briskly 

through 

the crowd all work at the law firm next door. 



the balding one has a flask in his desk 

at work. 

the black man's mother 

is dying of multiple sclerosis in baltimore. 

the one with the belly 

pays for sex 

and is a sunday school teacher. 

the young mother pushes her stroller 

and talks on her cell phone 

to her husband 

who attempted suicide last year- 

she never turns the ringer off. 

the elderly man stands at the 

cosmetic store 

while the young clerk 

rubs moisturizer 

into his old hands. 

he is remembering the touch 

of his wife 

who passed nine months ago. 

a woman with beach curls 

carries her dog with her wherever she goes 

because she can't forget 

the abortion she had 

at sixteen. 

the privileged- 

shoppers meandering- 



nordstrom's, 

aldos,  

xpress, 

macy's, 

lush. 

they converge on a thursday 

in city creek mall 

and didn't know 

they wore their secrets 

around them like cloaks. 
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