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Zan shivered as he felt his way along the uneven walls of stone, the cave as cold and black as a 

cloud of octopus ink. The message he’d received had been cryptic, but he was pretty sure he was in the 

right place. 

“Right” being an extremely relative concept. 

His eyes widened to their limits trying to see beyond the blackness of the murky Arctic cavern, 

but to no avail. So much about this journey is wrong. He flicked his tail and quickened his pace, thinking 

bitterly of the last year, doubting the path he’d chosen to swim. Or rather, the one he felt forced to 

choose. Choice was not a luxury afforded to one in his position. 

In the span of a few short weeks, he’d gone from being the hunter to being hunted. 

He exhaled heavily in the darkness as the tunnel led him downward, releasing the pressure 

building in his ears and feeling the bubbles stream from the gill slits underneath his now shaggy hair. He 

no longer looked the part of an Adluo soldier, but his altered appearance helped him blend as he passed 

through the small villages that dotted the floor of the Atlantic on his way north to this rendezvous point. 

Granted, the black hair billowing around his ears stood out, shining blue and green in the sunlight, but no 

one would connect him with the dark sorcerer of legends. In his years as Demyan’s right hand merman, 

he’d kept his hair shorter than the dark stubble now sprouting from his jawline. 

His eyes still straining against the darkness, Zan’s mind wandered, thinking how close he and his 

comrades had been to accomplishing their mission and taking over the whole of the Atlantic. 

After years of brutal and bloody battles, the Southern and Atlantic Oceans had finally come to an 

agreement. The end of war had been on the horizon, almost within reach, when he and the other Adluos 

made their way to Nantucket Sound for the final negotiations. 

The oceans were now at peace with one another. But Zan was no longer a part of that peace. 

He was an outlaw. 


