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Preface

When | was a child, TWSWM% A@axmaﬂm land. Japan was a place where
wonderful Things came from, things like my father’s Black and White SONY
Television set, our National Electiic Faw, or ANTROBOY, or Zalvichi, The Blind

Pwordsman.

AL a Teenager, | read Abe Kobo's “The Woman in the Dunes”, and | was completely,

MW&? The Japanese pspche. Andd thus, [ spent my years as a powng man foaf/v
wondering whatr it was like to be tn Japan.

w7995, as an enqrueer, /w? chance, [ was MM&% my, company on alrip-to
Tapaw. And what' | san changed my visiow forever. Thew, as | came back and forth

to Japaw onw many trips, | madle wpr iy mindd To capture every m//wpzsséonwéw Lmage
throwqh my oww eyes, rather than viaThe lens ofa/omam/.

[ At always /wmg my skeleh boole with me. Bul | stetched MW with
mWMkaM &VV\TW whenever | covlod. [T was my own VDSW%W@. ofﬁw land
! love. And pet, U nas recorded entively, 544) an ouwlsioler.

Thix bool is W\ﬁrsﬁwéé@oﬁow Dfmwm} ofﬁws& memoLrs.

Daniel Van



The train came out of The long Tunnel, and There i was, "Snow Covwntry"

(Vudeiquui)
YDaswnari Kawabata
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Tanimache

(w7795, through Kansai [wternational Alrport,
the city of Osalea welcomed me. | Thought | was
/M/‘WM for Japan, bt what | was aboulto see
completely overwhelmed me. Despite Thatl The
bubble economy had, //m/sswé) The wealth, The
celture and Technology, evew The cleanliness
and, <Tructural orMWszamwmbf
Ws./MWMsmwm?W liee This
Agﬁam/. [ was al The a{ooksﬁ//xyb\]ﬁ a/ﬁm/’[oxﬁc

corilizatlion.

Tanimachi arvea i< The home DJAOSW{CW Castle and
Osalea Prefectural Office, and also the NHK

BMWV@ Vw’ﬁfvw anay .
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Dovtonbori and Namba

While  Dowtonbori  Bridge with The
"Running Man' spmbolized. Osalea, &
was The bacl <treets that put The seal on
Z. A world of i own, smaller, more
wilimate, gel sweel and full of <ubitle
details That would Ticlle powr sense of
cultire and history. Pachinko Parlors,
Okonomigaler restaurants That seal vnly
five, wéoWsM//K) Hostless Bars... Smell
the <treel VW Taleoyaler, fill pour
epes with all The neow colors, hear all The
ever chatlering conversations, couwn? The
7&00’5 ’ﬁ/o%éw all arownd, and yow might
begin o foel the heart beats of his livels
ey, Osalea.
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Watling Wﬁbm Wﬁrsﬁ@wﬁm?y&mﬁbm
the 78% Hoor Df The Nilker Osalea Holel, a
bluish, Tighitly /m/o/waé) and enerqelic ety
slowly, rose up-To qreet me. | have W&rﬁrjoﬂ’wb
thatl sense Df excilement in  encoundering
something lavger, more beavtiful, and full of
wierpected promises that morning. There was a
gentle VMW) sounds of vehicles, preople,
smokes, as wagW&ssW@ off the
Arowsiness ofﬂw night, and. preparing To qo
iuto the battle of the das.

Perhaps M’ﬁoq@/ﬁo@ That quite early That morning
[ was W@aﬂ% wpr. | rushed, outTo discover The nem
world, walling the streets off Namba, across from
the Hotel whew shops WM@MWW’% open, and
people weve getting l/‘&a#({/}, T go To work. A simple
thing Like This little street fascinated me <o much.
This /rmwﬁv/é orderliness, The colorful <tores and
restavrants coming Lnto life, The smell of fresh
coffee, well—dressed women, salaried men in Their
swils on The way To Their offices, ete... Al <cemed
<o new and differentto me.
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