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 From Part 1 
“Eustace III: The Rebel 
In his later years, King John saw a transition of the Watford manor to Eustace III. 
His father died well-advanced in years, so Eustace III was no youngster, long since 
‘of age’. Although not destined to be lord of Watford for long, Eustace lived through 
one of the most tumultuous times in English history – the First Baron’s War and the 
Magna Carta… 
 
John de Ardern, brother of Eustace III, was disappointed to find that the 7 virgates 
in Watford given to him in his father’s lifetime were mortgaged. His father, Eustace 
II, had given John’s inheritance as security for a loan from the Jews of 
Northampton. Eustace II paid 70 shillings annually to the king’s exchequer for the 
debt, and now the same obligation lay on John’s shoulders. Unfortunately, like his 
father he was short of cash. Instead, John provided a horse for the king’s use as 
substitute for his father’s annual payment of 70s, and so the king granted John his 
lands… 
 
The First Barons War commenced when the barons attacked but failed to take 
Northampton Castle. Nonetheless, they proceeded to successfully take London. King 
John was forced to attach his great seal to the Magna Carta in June 1215. But John 
set aside the Great Charter and the war with the barons continued. Many of the 
barons, including supporters such as Eustace de Watford, were cast adrift by the 
king due to their allegiance to the rebel cause.” 
 

From Part 4 
“William Catesby: 1478–1485 
The Catesbys had established their Watford manor late in the fourteenth century 
when a marriage brought Edmund de Watford’s lands, and then, a century later, 
bolted on the lands of Thomas de Watford. The latter acquisition, in the late 
fifteenth century, was completed by William and John Catesby. Both were 'of 
Olthorpe’ and sons of Sir William Catesby. The young William was fated to take his 
place in the annals of England’s history after closely linking himself to the king, and 
with that and other alliances making substantial additions to the Catesby estates… 
 
William Catesby was himself executed on the 25 August 1485 as a traitor as 
ordered by the newly crowned King Henry VII just after the Battle of Bosworth. 
William had fought with Richard III, who lost the Battle. While a prisoner, and on 
the very day of his execution at Leicester, William had the courage to write a 
revealing will. He fondly remembered his wife and children and after admitting 
some wrongful property purchases, asked that they be returned to their rightful 
owners. 
 
 


