
Chapter 6 
 

Overlaying the Frame 
 

 
 

There is a popular consensus today among teachers of endtime prophecy that the Great 

Tribulation is synonymous with the outpouring of God’s wrath on the Day of the Lord. Many 

have even followed this conclusion without question. The Bible, however, never explicitly states 

that the Tribulation is synonymous with the wrath of God. Furthermore, according to our 

foundation and framework, the Great Tribulation cannot be the wrath of God, since it is clear that 

the Day of the Lord will follow the Tribulation. So, if the Tribulation is not the wrath of God, 

then what is it? 

 

Satan is Angry 

Simply stated, the period of Great Tribulation will be a worldwide demonstration of Satan’s 

wrath. First, let us recall the words of Jesus: 
 

When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the 

prophet, stand in the Holy Place…Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the 

mountains…For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the 

world to this time, no, nor ever shall be (Matthew 24:15-21). 
 

According to this passage, the Great Tribulation will commence with the Abomination of 

Desolation, which will not be an act of God but of the Antichrist. (Surely God Himself will not 

commit the Abomination of Desolation!) It is therefore reasonable to conclude that the 

Tribulation will be a time when the Antichrist will wreak havoc throughout the world. This 

should be contrasted with the Day of the Lord, when God’s judgments will be poured out. Paul 

said to the Thessalonians: 
 

For yourselves know perfectly that the Day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 

For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as 

travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape (1st Thessalonians 5:2-3). 
 



Paul referred to the Day of the Lord (God’s wrath) as “sudden destruction.” The Great 

Tribulation, on the other hand, will not be an event of “sudden destruction”; rather it will last for 

a duration of time. The reader may remember from the Introduction to this book that the Great 

Tribulation will occur during the second half of Daniel’s 70th Week, over the span of 3½ years. 

We see this 3½-year time frame mentioned several times in the following passages. The reader 

should notice how each description is characterized by either the Devil or the Antichrist making 

war against the saints of God. Thus, the Great Tribulation is always depicted as an act of Satan – 

not an act of God: 
 

...And he [the Little Horn; the Antichrist] shall speak great words against the Most High, 

and shall wear out the saints of the Most High...and they shall be given into his hand until 

a time and times and the dividing of time [3½ years] (Daniel 7:25). 

 

...There shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation... How long 

shall it be to the end of these wonders?... It shall be for a time, times and an half [3½ 

years]; and when he [the Antichrist] shall have accomplished to scatter the power of the 

holy people, all these things shall be finished…And from the time that the daily sacrifice 

shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a 

thousand two hundred and ninety days [3½ years plus 30 days] (Daniel 12:1-11). 

 

...And the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months [3½ years]. And I 

will give power unto My two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred 

and threescore days [3½ years]...And when they shall have finished their testimony, the 

beast [the Antichrist] that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against 

them, and shall overcome them, and kill them (Revelation 11:2-7). 

 

And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they 

should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days [3½ years]…And when 

the dragon [the Devil] saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which 

brought forth the man child. And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that 

she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and 

times, and half a time [3½ years], from the face of the serpent. …And the dragon was 

wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep 

the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ (Revelation 12:6-17). 

 

And there was given unto him [the Antichrist] a mouth speaking great things and 

blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months [3½ 

years]…And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them… 

(Revelation 13:5-7). 
 

In the above passages, we see the 3½-year period mentioned eight times. In each instance, 

the Bible describes how the Antichrist (or Satan himself) will wage war against God’s people. 

(God’s wrath is never included in the context of any of the above passages.) Hence, the Great 

Tribulation will undoubtedly be the time when Satan, via the Antichrist, will make war against 

the saints of God. But who are these saints that the Devil will war against? 
 


