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Dedicated to my boys, Will & Noah.

You were the inspiration to begin this journey and I wanted to thank you for all of  your help, laughter 

and joy every step of  the way. There is nothing that I’m more proud of  than being your Dad.

You are my Awesome Stuff.
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THE

Journey
Begins

“A journey of a thousand miles 
begins with a single step.” 

- Lao Tzu

This is a Special Preview and is not intended for public distribution.
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This is a Special Preview and is not intended for public distribution.
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4. 3. 2. 1. 
Ready or 

Not, here i 
come!

Where 
are they, 
Shelby?

WOOF!

Found 
You!

WOOF!

This is a Special Preview and is not intended for public distribution.
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Ok, Get 
ready to 
make a 
wish.

WHOOSH!WHOOSH!WHOOSH!WHOOSH!

i wish for 
a Dragon 

Rocket 2.7.
look 

at all my 
presents!

This is a Special Preview and is not intended for public distribution.
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Bye! 
Thanks for 

coming.

and 
thanks for the 

presents!

this is our 
gift to you.

you already 
have a dragon 

rocket.
 is it 

the dragon 
rocket 

2.7?

mom and dad, 
can i open your 
present now?

This is a Special Preview and is not intended for public distribution.
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uh, 

where’s 
the rest?

that’s 
everything. when i 
was your age, your 

grandparents...

... sent me 
on a quest to learn 
the golden rules of 
money with this map 

to guide me.

so, it’s 
like a treasure 

map? 

sort of. 
it leads to a 

treasure that will 
make you richer 
than you could 
ever imagine.

This is a Special Preview and is not intended for public distribution.
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I GET TO GO ON A QUEST!!!

and we 
want you to go 

on the same 
quest.

I get 
to go on a 

quest? you can 
leave in the 

morning.

but if you 
promise to be 
safe and still 
want to go,

yes. but, it 
won’t be easy. it 

will be dangerous 
and scary.

there might 
even be times 

when you’ll want 
to give up.

This is a Special Preview and is not intended for public distribution.
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we’re going to 
be rich, shelby! 

think of all 
the things we’ll 
be able to buy!!!

This is a Special Preview and is not intended for public distribution.
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are you 
scared, 
shelby?

yeah...

i’m not 
scared 
either.

This is a Special Preview and is not intended for public distribution.
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good luck and be 
safe, and remember to 

wear your coat, and 
don’t forget to 

brush, and... don’t 
worry, 

mom, i’ll 
be fine.

This is a Special Preview and is not intended for public distribution.



11 12

this should 
be easy, shelby.

This is a Special Preview and is not intended for public distribution.
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THE

Awesome
Stuff

“Wealth consists not in having great 
possessions, but in having few wants.” 

- Epictetus

This is a Special Preview and is not intended for public distribution.
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thunk!

thunk!

This is a Special Preview and is not intended for public distribution.
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whew!

that 
was close, 

shelby.

wow!

ahhh!

crack!crack!

thunk!

This is a Special Preview and is not intended for public distribution.
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welcome 
to the temple 
of the white 
mountains.

i’ve been 
expecting 

you.

huh?

GULP.

DO YOU 
WANT TO 

GO FIRST, 
SHELBY?

CreaK!

This is a Special Preview and is not intended for public distribution.
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Do 
I know 
you?

no.

TO LEARN THE 
1ST GOLDEN RULE 

OF MONEY...

WAIT, WHAT?! 
BUT I ALREADY 

DO THAT.

I MET YOUR DAD 
MANY, MANY YEArS 
AGO WHILE HE WAS 

ON A QUEST.
AND I KNEW THAT 

ONE DAY HE WOULD 
SEND YOU ON THE 

SAME QUEST.

This is a Special Preview and is not intended for public distribution.
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That’s 
exactly what 

your dad 
said.

i am going 
to teach you the 

same lesson i 
taught him.

now close 
your eyes and think 
of your room. what 

do you see?

A DINOSAUR, 
A ROBOT, BOOKS, 
BOARD GAMES, 
CARS, MORE 

CARS...

a lot.

THAT’S A LOT OF
 STUFF. how much of 

that gets forgotten AND 
HASN’T BEEN PLAYED WITH 

IN A LONG TIME?

This is a Special Preview and is not intended for public distribution.
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It is easy to 
think everything you 
HAVE is awesome. but 

we all have a few 
things we love the 

most. 

that’s the 
real awesome 

stuff. 

THAT’S 
YOUR awesome 

stuff.

my fish.

now focus on 
the stuff you love 

the most. THE STUFF THAT 
NEVER GETS FORGOTTEN 

AND ALWAYS MAKES 
YOU HAPPY.

WHAT DO 
YOU SEE?

This is a Special Preview and is not intended for public distribution.
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this hand 
painted teacup is 

my awesome 
stuff.

for you 
it’s your fish. 

for me it’s 
my teacup.

all the 
rest is just 

stuff.

PAUSE FOR 
WHAT?

SO BEFORE YOU 
BUY SOMETHING 

YOU WANT... STOP 
AND PAUSE FOR A 

MOMENT.

TO ask 
yourself, Is this 

something i will love, like I 
love my fish? IF THE ANSWER 

IS NO, THEN DON’T 
BUY IT.

IT’S NOT 
THE AWESOME 

STUFF.

This is a Special Preview and is not intended for public distribution.
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you’ll always
 be happier with 
a few things you 
love than a lot 
of things you 
don’t love.

if you 
only buy the 

awesome stuff 
you’ll also save 

more money.

BUT IF I’M 
RICH, I CAN 

BUY THE AWESOME 
STUFF AND ALL 

THE STUFF 
I WANT.

all that 
stuff will only 

make you 
forget...

...about the 
awesome stuff 

you already 
have.

instead 
of having more, 
you’ll feel like 
you have less.

is that 
how i 

become 
rich?

Wait, What? 
The dragon of the 
Crystal caverns is 

real? I thought 
she was just a 

legend.

It’s a start, 
but you’ve just 

begun your quest 
and need to visit 

the Dragon of the 
Crystal caverns 
for your next 

lesson.

This is a Special Preview and is not intended for public distribution.
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oh, she’s 
very real. 
Come with 

me.

this door opens 
to a secret tunnel 

that goes through the 
mountain and will 
take you to her 

caverns.

wow. 
are you 

ready to meet 
a real dragon, 

shelby?

woof!
woof!

you almost 
forgot your 
bag and map.

This is a Special Preview and is not intended for public distribution.
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woof!
woof!

THANKs. I
 would have 
been in big 
trouble if i 

forgot 
these.

just one more 
thing before you go. 
the awesome stuff 

doesn’t have to be a 
thing. It can also be

 an experience.

Like buying 
ice cream for 
my friends?

or river 
rafting with 
my family?

exactly.

Good luck on the 
rest of your Quest, 
Young adventurer.

thank you.
Goodbye.

woof!
woof!

This is a Special Preview and is not intended for public distribution.



Go to TheGoldenQuest.com to order 
a copy of The Golden Quest and continue your

journey... 




