
The Heiress Copy

Kisane Slaney



Copyright © [2024] by [Kisane Slaney]              

All rights reserved.
No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, 
including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written 
permission of the publisher, except as permitted by U.S. copyright law. For permission requests, contact 
[kisane@kisaneslaney.com.au].

Disclaimer

This is a work of Iction, albeit inspired by real events. Wt is intended for entertainment purposes only, 
hoping to inspire the reader to dig deeper into the historical events that shape our world. -hile certain 
long’standing institutions, agencies, and public oBces are mentioned, all the names, characters, businesses, 
places and incidents in this book are Ictitious or the product of the author:s imagination. Any resemblance 
to actual persons, living or dead, events and locales is purely coincidental.

WS9N7 816’3’15()816’3’)
WS9N7 816’3’15()816’0’6 /e9ookD

https7<<kisaneslaney.com.au

9ook Cover =esign by ebooklaunch.com



CONTENT WARNING

Reader Discretion is advised. Proceed only if you are comfortable with po-
tentially sensitive topics. This novel contains explicit sex scenes, references to 

child physical and sexual abuse and material that certain readers might consider 
religiously controversial.  

                



DEDICATION

In memory of my daughter Candice, who would have been so 
proud that I .nished writing and publishing my .rst novel�



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Without the support and encouragement of the following people, I would never 
have bnished this koo.M

yA sister xleT told me I should write a koo. and then read everA chapter and 
listened to me read the rewritesM ’hat!s sister love for AouK

yA daughter -atherine gave me valuakle critical feedkac. and support durS
ing the puklishing phase, and mA son Eam and daughter zliDaketh!s positive 
feedkac. encouraged me to .eep writingM

yA writing group memkers, ’essa, Fenise, yargaret and Bran, patientlA 
listened to me read chapter eTcerpts, klurks and sAnopsesM yichelle and ParrA 
read the entire koo. to give me feedkac.M

yA editor, qollA qhillips, provided insightful feedkac. and suggestions that 
were vital to improving the ,ualitA of the bnal manuscriptM

yA sincere than.s to them allM

 





CONTENTS

PART ONE 1
The Family

1. CHAPTER ONE 2

2. CHAPTER TWO 14

3. CHAPTER THREE 22

4. ABOUT THE AUTHOR 33
4. Kisane Slaney 





PART ONE 

THE FAMILY



CHAPTER ONE

T iana slammed the taxi door, weu pf the gront stefs, thropch the main 
entranke and raked doun the oa-yfanelled hallua. to the kloa-roomC 

bhek-inc her gake in the mirror and the frekiops fieke og fafer in her zlaSer 
fok-et, she darted zak- into the hall and feered zoth ua.sC All clear. vhe uas 
halgua. doun the korridor to her klassroom uhen a “oike ekhoed doun the hall, 
zrincinc her to an azrpft haltC

”Tiana,A kalled opt vister ?cnes, ”uhat do .op thin- .op are doincI Os this 
an. ua. gor a .opnc lad. to zeha“e, a Marymount .opnc lad.IA

Tiana groSe, then zouinc her head, she tprned touards vister ?cnesC ”’h, 
vister, Ojm so sorr.,” she said, her e.es —xed on her shoesC Oj“e Mpst kome zak- grom 
the dentistCA vhe sloul. raised her head and said, ”?nd O uas hprr.inc zekapse O 
donjt uant to miss klassHYodern Vistor.CA

vister ?cnesjs zrous snaffed tocether as she ca“e Tiana the onkeyo“erC ”qopr 
gake does loo- someuhat suollen, TianaC Eer. uell, frokeed, zpt at a ual-inc 
fake, fleaseCA

“Thank you, vister,A Tiana said as she tprned uith a Rpik- sich og relieg and 
headed gor her klassC

Pnterinc the klassroom, Tiana sliffed into her seat next to her zest griend, 
EeronikaC ”Eron,A Tiana uhisfered, ”.opjll ne“er zelie“e uhat O sau at the 
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dentist in TatlerCA vhe ca“e Eeronika a lofsided crinC ”O tore opt the faceC vhou 
.op agter klassCA

Tiana and Eeronika zekame zest griends uhen the. uere ele“en .ears oldC 
The. —rst met at Varrods uhilst cettinc their pnigorms —tted gor the Dondon 
Yar.mopnt Onternational vkhoolC Fal-inc into the larce —ttinc room, Tiana 
sau Eeronika -neelinc on the woor uhilst an assistant krauled aropnd her, 
finninc pf her s-irt so it sat frekisel. at the zottom og her -nee, zarel. s-imy
minc the woorC Doo-inc at Tiana, Eeronika mopthed the uord ”VelfA zegore 
rollinc her e.es and coinc krossye.edC Tiana zprst opt lapchinc, and that uas the 
zecinninc og a ligeylonc griendshifC

”bome on then,A Eeronika said the minpte klass uas o“er, ”kopch pfCA
Tiana fplled opt the face riffed grom Tatler and said, ”Doo-, isnjt that the 

most sofhistikated thinc .opj“e e“er seenIA
Eeronika caSed at the sfot uhere Tiana uas fointincC ”’h, Dord., O donjt 

zelie“e itCA
”qef,A Tiana said in aue, ”shejs smo-inc a kicarC ? cigarCA
”Fou, she loo-s so uorldl.C Oj“e ne“er seen a uoman smo-inc a kicar zegoreC 

bicarettes, og koprse, zpt never a kicarCA
”O -nou,A Tiana saidC O adore the aroma og kicars, zpt O ne“er exfekted to 

smo-e one m.selgC !onjt .op lo“e itIA
”qes, imacine uhiffinc opt a kicar and lichtinc pf on a date Mpst li-e Dad. 

vkottyGernsz. in TatlerC ’h, shok-, horrorKA
”Totall., O -neu .opjd ze all gor it, EronC vo, hou old uopld .op sa. she isIA
”Ymm, midytuentiesCA
Tiana shoo- her headC ”Gar too lonc to uaitC Ojm thin-inc og eichteen to ma-e 

opr dezptC Fe shopld start fraktikincC The frozlem is, houI Lafa -eefs his 
kicars in a sfekial zox and kpts and lichts them pf in a sfekial ua.C Fejll ha“e to 
ferspade him to helf ps, teakh psCA

”Noodness, Tiana, do .op thin- he uopldIA
”Fell, ma.zeC O thin- O -nou hou to ferspade himC Lafa has zeen tellinc me 

azopt opr zpsiness interests, and one og them is imfortinc kicarsC Ojll tell him 
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O uant to learn more azopt that asfekt og the zpsinessC Then, Ojll let on azopt 
uantinc to learn hou to smo-e themCA

”vnea-.CA
”vtratecikC Lafa told me it ta-es —“e .ears or more to co grom tozakko seeds 

to handmade kicars, and aktpall., O am interested in learninc more azopt the 
frokessCA

Eeronika lapched, ”’-a., .opj“e kon“inked meCA
”Ojll tal- him into it,A Tiana said uith a determined nodC ”5pst as soon as O cet 

home gor the spmmer holsC ?gter all, itjs the se“enties, not the —gtiesCA
”No .op, ma-e Nermaine fropdCA

BBB

Tiana adored her fafaC Ve uas a kicar konnoissepr, and she fiktpred him in his 
stpd., sittinc z. the —re in his leather khair, kicar in handC The clou og the tazle 
lamf kast its licht onto his zoo- as locs shigted in the “ast —reflake, sendinc pf 
tin. shouers og sfar-sC

Vis crand stpd. too- pf the uhole cropnd woor and uas z. gar Tianajs 
ga“oprite room in their elecant sixystore. afartment in the exklpsi“e vixy
teenth ?rrondissement in LarisC Ot uas in this room that her fafa sat at his 
“ast zprr ualnpt des-, uith touerinc woorytoykeilinc zoo-shel“es —lled uith 
leatheryzopnd “olpmes as its zak-drof, and o“ersau his clozal zpsiness emfireC 
Fhene“er she ual-ed into the room, the gamiliar skent og kicars, rikh leather and 
greshl. folished uood —lled her sensesC

’ne agternoon, uhen Tiana uas six .ears old, she eskafed grom her Jann. 
and uent to “isit her fafa in his stpd.C That uas uhen their agternoon ritpal 
startedC

”bome in, kome in, darlinc,A he uopld sa. uhen he sau her feefinc aropnd 
the doorC ”vit, sit,A and she uopld skramzle into the korner og the enormops 
leather bhester—eld soga in gront og the loc —reC Then her gather uopld enRpire 
azopt her da., and, uith the okkasional fp6 on his kicar, he uopld listen atteny
ti“el. uhilst she told him og her little tripmfhs and tropzlesC
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Then he, in tprn, told her stories azopt the flakes he “isited, the feofle he met 
and the gaskinatinc thincs that he sauC vhe learnt azopt her creatycrandgather 
and hou he kame to rekei“e the zeaptigpl zlpe and uhite Yinc !.nast. dracon 
Mar “ase sittinc on the bhiffendale side tazleC ”Ot uas a fouergpl man in bhina 
uho ca“e .opr creatycrandgather that zeaptigpl “ase TianaCA

Ver gather introdpked her to her faternal crandgather, uho had died zegore 
she uas zorn, thropch the stor. og the 5aRpes ?nderssen zoxuood and ezon. 
khess setC ”qopr crandgather ca“e it to me gor m. tuelgth zirthda.C Then he 
tapcht me hou to fla.C Fhen .op are tuel“e, Ojll teakh .op hou to fla., and 
it uill ze .opr khess set one da.C Ot has creat sentimental “alpe gor me and is also 
extremel. “alpazle, so O trpst .op to ta-e cood kare og it uhen that da. komesCA

On the spmmer, the. retreated to the offosite end og the “ast room and 
loo-ed opt at the small koprt.ard and trees ze.ond thropch the gopr elecant 
keilincytoywoor uindous on either side og the classyfanelled Grenkh doorsC

’n hot agternoons, Tiana lo“ed sittinc optside in the koprt.ard, —lled uith 
the intoxikatinc fergpme uagtinc thropch the air grom the tuo fotted Granciy
fani treesC The centle sopnd og uater zpzzlinc pf and trik-linc o“er the little 
kherpz in the gopntain fro“ided a feakegpl, h.fnotik zak-drof to the sogt 
mprmpr og their “oikesC Q. e“eninc, the koprt.ard uopld ze auash uith the 
addition og a head. mix og aromas grom the hone.spk-le and Masmine that 
had gor .ears zeen skramzlinc and entuininc o“er the trellis that ko“ered the 
koprt.ard uallsC

?t three ojklok- eakh agternoon, their kon“ersation uopld ze interrpfted z. 
the arri“al og !ominiRpe uith a tra. og homemade lemonade gor Tiana, her 
fafajs fot og his ga“oprite zlak- ko6ee, no spcar, and an agternoon treat za-ed 
z. their koo-, YariaC Fhen her fafa uasnjt “isitinc their head o7kes rpn z. 
his bP’s in Laris, Dondon and Nreeke or w.inc o“erseas, these late agternoon 
gatherydapchter “isits zekame the hichlicht og Tianajs da.C

’nke Tiana uas at zoardinc skhool and retprned home gor the skhool holiy
da.s, the —rst thinc she did on arri“al uas kall opt, ”Lafa, Lafa, Ojm homeCA ?nd 
recardless og uhat he uas doinc or uhom he micht ze uith, he uopld kome opt 
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og his stpd. to creet her, arms ofen uideC ”Tiana, m. darlinc, uelkome home,A 
he uopld sa., sueefinc her into a zear hpc, and she uopld y inhaleC

?gter Tianajs —gteenth zirthda., her gather exflained some og the intrikakies 
og the gamil. komfanies, dealinc uith their krpise line, resorts, zoptiRpes, lpxpr. 
coods and kicar imfort and distrizptionC Tentati“el., the. zecan to exflore 
uhether she uopld li-e to fla. a role in the zpsiness in the gptpre or khoose to 
co in a di6erent direktion altocetherC ”Qpt therejs no rpsh, Tianaá uejll kontinpe 
this diskpssion o“er the next three .ears pntil .op cradpate grom Yar.mopntCA

BBB

Tiana lo“ed her mother, too, zpt there had alua.s zeen a distanke zetueen 
themC Fhereas her fafa uas ofenl. a6ektionate, her mother uas restrained 
uhen it kame to demonstrations og a6ektionC

?s lonc as Tiana kopld rememzer, her mother had an air og sadness azopt 
herC ?t times, it uopld ze zarel. notikeazle, zpt at other times, it seemed to 
o“eruhelm herC

Is it my fault? Is it something I’ve done? Tiana dared not as- her motherC
Qpt the sitpation had khanced gor Tiana dprinc the fre“iops halgyterm zrea- 

uhen shejd ual-ed into the drauinc room and gopnd her mother kr.incC 1pik-y
l. zrpshinc aua. her tears, her mother had tprned aua., ci“inc Tiana the stronc 
messace that she did not uish to diskpss her emotions uith her dapchterC

That’s it, Tiana dekided agter lea“inc her mother. I can’t go on like this. I can’t 
stand not knowing what’s making maman so sad. I’ll ask papa; he must know.

Tiana headed straicht to her gatherjs stpd., and zegore he e“en had time to 
creet her, she zlprted opt, ”Lafa, flease tell me uhat ma-es maman so sadIA

”Y. darlinc, Ojm not spre,A he said, loo-inc startledC ”Oj“e as-ed her, zpt she 
is so e“asi“eC O kan onl. cpess that it has somethinc to do uith zeinc pnazle to 
ha“e more khildrenCA

This pfset Tiana e“en moreC ”vo, it is m. gaplt, Lafa, that maman is so sadC O 
-neu it had somethinc to do uith meCA
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”Nood Dord Tiana, uhat on earth ma-es .op thin- thatIA her gather said, 
loo-inc shok-ed as he caSed at his distrapcht dapchterC

Tiana zprst into tearsC ”Va“inc me mpst ha“e kapsed the frozlemCA
”Jo, no, Tiana, .op mpst not thin- that an. og this is .opr gapltC qopr 

mother uopld ze e“en more pfset ig she thopcht gor one moment that .op uere 
thin-inc li-e this,A her gather said, fpttinc his arms aropnd her and stro-inc her 
hairC

Tiana uas still not kon“inkedC ?gter seeinc her gather, she uent to the teley
fhone and ranc her gormer Jann., uith uhom she -eft in topkhC

Ver Jann. refeated uhat her gather had said, assprinc Tiana that uhate“er 
had haffened uas most kertainl. not her gapltC ”bhiRpita, O had no idea this is 
uhat .op uere thin-incC vo, this is uhat .op mpst do8 .op mpst sfea- to .opr 
?pnt Ei“ienneC Og an.one kan tell .op uhatjs pfsettinc .opr mamí, her sister is 
the oneC Lromise me .opjll do thatCA

”vi, vi, Ojll sfea- to ?pnt Ei“ienne dprinc the next holida. zrea-CA

BBB

Tiana uas Mpst tuo uee-s old uhen her adored nann., Jann. Q, too- o“er 
the roptine tas-s og raisinc a khild grom zaz.hood pntil she uent to zoardinc 
skhoolC

Plena Qelasko uas vfanish and kame grom a larce, lo“inc gamil.C Qpt in ‘0;9, 
there uas little uor- gor uomen in vfainC ”qop -nou O kanjt sta., Lafí,A Plena 
told her gatherC ”Oj“e zeen loo-inc, zpt there simfl. arenjt an. MozsC vo—a has 
uritten to me spccestinc O co to Granke, uhere shejs spre Ojll —nd uor- as a 
nann.CA

”Y. onl. konsolation,A her gather said, ”is that .opjll ze li“inc in Laris uith 
.opr kopsin uhilst loo-inc gor a MozCA

? uee- agter her arri“al, vo—a kame home loo-inc exkited, ”Plena, Oj“e Mpst 
learned grom one og the other nannies that Yadame ?delia Yanninc is intery
“ieuinc gor a gpllytime nann. gor her zaz. dapchter TianaC Ot sopnds li-e it uill 
ze a loncyterm fositionCA
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Plena uent gor the inter“ieu and rpshed home to tell vo—a, ”ban .op zelie“e 
itI O cot the MozKA

Fhen Plena —rst held Tiana in her arms, she caSed doun at her gor the 
loncest time zegore ligtinc her pf and uhisferinc in the zaz.js tin. ear, ”Ojll 
teakh .op vfanish soncs and vfanish fra.ers, bhiRpitaC Fejll ha“e a uondergpl 
time tocetherCA

BBB

’nke Tiana uas old enopch, she uopld snea- pf to the maidsj Rparters on the 
sixth woor og the afartment and sit and listen to Plena and her griends cossifinc 
and lapchinc tocetherC Ot uas eas. gor Tiana to imacine she uas in vfain, uith 
the vfanish mpsik fla.inc on the rekord fla.er, e“er.one tal-inc in vfanish and 
the good, alua.s the aroma og the delikiops goodC Tianajs ga“oprite uas faella, a 
koloprgpl mix og rike, seagood and sfikesC On the spmmer, she lo“ed to ha“e the 
kold caSfakhoC Fhen she uas older and uellyzeha“ed, she uas fermitted to ha“e 
small sifs og sancria as a treatC Nradpall., it zekame affarent that Tiana had a 
natpral talent gor lancpaces, and z. the time she uas ele“en, she uas wpent in 
vfanish as uell as Grenkh and PnclishC

Tiana kried uhen she uas azopt to lea“e gor Dondon to zoard at Yar.mopnt 
Onternational vkhool gor the —rst timeC ”’h, Jann. Q, Ojm coinc to miss .op so 
mpkh,A she said, her e.es zrimminc uith tearsC vhe -neu that this meant Jann. 
Q uopld ze lea“inc the hopsehold, a momentops shigt in her .opnc ligeC ”qop 
azsolptel. suear that .op uill kome and “isit uhen Ojm home on holida.IA she 
as-ed as she hpcced her Jann. kloseC

”vé, vé, bhiRpita, O fromiseCA

BBB

Fhilst Jann. Q too- kare og Tiana dail., it uas Tianajs mother, ?delia, uho 
zore the resfonsizilit. gor ensprinc that Tiana alua.s disfla.ed the 2zreedincj 
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zestoued pfon her at zirthC vhe mpst learn to dress affrofriatel., uhen to 
sfea- and remain silent, and hou to akt li-e a .opnc lad., esfekiall. uhen it 
komes to cood mannersC ”Ot is m. dpt.,A ?delia ingormed her dapchter, ”to 
enspre that .op are gpll. frefared to ta-e .opr richtgpl flake in Laris sokiet.CA

?delia uas the Rpintessential Larisian uoman og st.leC vhe had the tall, sleny
der zod. that uopld ze the en“. og an. !ior modelC Ver thik-, dar- zroun, 
closs. hair uas kpt in the short fixie st.le made so gamops z. ?pdre. VefzprnC 
This uas the fergekt kpt to drau attention to her larce, zroun, almondyshafed 
e.es, gramed z. straicht e.ezrous that tafered o6 li-e tin. uincsC ?delia afflied 
her ga“oprite lifstik-, Lin- bhamfacne, uith stpnninc e6ekt, shafinc her naty
prall. arkhed lifs into the gashionazle kpfid zouC

?s a .opnc memzer og De ToptyLaris, the gashionazle and aêpent elite, 
?delia alua.s sat in the gront rou og the gashion shous held at the Yaisonjs 
og bhanel, Ni“enkh., and !ior, her three ga“oprite gashion desicnersC Qpt og 
the three, her ga“oprite uas Ni“enkh., uho uopld one da. ha“e the honopr og 
desicninc her ueddinc dressC

?delia dressed Tiana exRpisitel. grom the moment she uas zornC On Laris, 
she uas recplarl. seen shoffinc at Qaz. !iorC Fhen Tiana uent to zoardinc 
skhool, the. shoffed in Dondon at Varrods agter eakh og Tianajs —ttincs gor her 
skhool pnigormC

?lan, Tianajs gather, had insisted that their dapchter attend an international 
skhool uhere she uopld mix uith stpdents grom all o“er the uorldC ”O uant 
her to ze ofenyminded and auare og uhatjs haffeninc in the uorldC O uill not 
ha“e opr dapchter crou pf to ze a snoz uho has no konkeft og hou feofle less 
gortpnate li“e,A he told ?deliaC

”Qien ?lain, O acree, as lonc as she coes to Ginishinc vkhool onke she cradpy
atesCA

”’r ’xgord or bamzridce,A ?lan reflied uith a smileC

BBB
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Fhilst her gatherjs stpd. uas his fri“ate domain, TianaPs mother held koprt 
in the drauinc room on the —rst woorC This uas the most elecant room in the 
hopse, uith its zan- og woorytoykeilinc uindous and dopzle Grenkh doors that 
ofened opt to a zalkon. gracrant uith lemon and orance trees in larce keramik 
fots, lpsh gerns, a mixtpre og uhite h.dranceas, and kaskadinc wouers in zas-ets 
gallinc o“er the uropcht iron railincsC

Gormerl., the entire room had zeen fainted in blanc de roi, ro.al uhiteC 
Voue“er, ?delia uanted to redekorate and dekided that all the intrikate and 
ornatel. kar“ed zoiserie and mopldincs on the ualls, keilinc and tall dopzle 
doors shopld ze hichlichted in ciltC

”O thin- addinc the cold uill zrinc the room ali“e, ?lainCA
”!earest, .op ha“e imfekkazle taste,A her hpszand asspred herC ”Ojm spre it 

uill loo- uondergplCA
The resplt uas sfektakplar, transgorminc the room to a le“el og ofplenke and 

sofhistikation it had not fre“iopsl. fossessedC The clitterinc kr.stal khandelier 
and ornate kar“incs on the marzle mantle uere nou komflemented z. shimy
merinc cilt hichlichts, and the massi“e mirror azo“e the marzle mantle cleamedC

? fair og matkhinc threeyzrankh sil“er kandelazra stood at either end og 
the mantelfiekeC ?delia made spre the kandles uere lit uhen the. entertained 
imfortant cpests gor the e“eninc, addinc a macikal wik-er to the alread. ofplent 
atmosfhereC ?nd it uas in this room that Tianajs mother held one og her oun 
uee-l. agternoon ritpalsC

BBB

P“er. Yonda. agternoon at three ojklok- frekisel., a friest, uho micht uell ze 
a Qishof or bardinal, “isited ?delia in her drauinc room to share agternoon tea 
and diskpss the kharities she spffortedC Fhen her cpest arri“ed gor the —rst time, 
?delia uopld enRpire, ”bhina or OndianIA zegore foprinc the steaminc tea og 
khoike into delikate Dimoces forkelain teakpfsC ?n assortment og delikiops little 
sanduikhes, skones, klotted kream and damson Mam, khokolate Qklairs and clakQ 
fetits goprs uere o6ered and eaten midst the mprmpr og seriops kon“ersationC
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’nke Tiana uas ten .ears old, her mother insisted she ma-e a zrieg affeary
anke in the drauinc room agter skhool to meet her cpest and resfond folitel. to 
enRpiries azopt her health, skhool and so gorth zegore exkpsinc herselgC Tiana 
uopld then dash doun to the -itkhen uhere Yaria, their koo-, uopld ha“e her 
tea and hot, zpttered raisin toast uaitinc gor her on the skrpzzed fine -itkhen 
tazleC ”Lheu, Ojm clad thatjs o“er gor another uee-,A Tiana uopld sa. to Yaria 
uith a khee-. crinC

Fhen Tiana uas older and home gor the skhool holida.s, her mother still 
exfekted her to kome and ma-e folite kon“ersation uhilst agternoon tea uas 
zropcht in and laid optC vhe told Tiana that it uas cood traininc gor the gptpreC 
”Ot is essential that .op -nou hou to sfea- to feofle at all le“els og sokiet., Tiana, 
inklpdinc hou to address the klerc. hierarkh.CA

”’pi Yaman,A Tiana resfonded, uonderinc hou man. more uee-l. meety
incs she uopld ha“e to endpre as fart og her motherjs trainincC

vhe dekided she had to —cpre opt an eskafe flanC There must be a way to get 
out of these boring conversations.

BBB

!ri“inc home grom the airfort to start her spmmer holida., Tiana uas zps. 
rehearsinc hou she uopld start the kon“ersation uith her fafa azopt smo-inc 
kicars uhen ?ndrQ, the gamil. khap6epr, told her that her gather had legt on an 
emercenk. zpsiness trifC ”Ve said to tell .op, mademoiselle, that he is very sorr. 
and uill ma-e it pf to .op uhen he retprnsCA

”!arn it, ?ndrQ, O had somethinc “er. imfortant to tal- to fafa azoptCA
”Je“er mind, Yademoiselle Tiana, therejs alua.s agternoon tea uith 

Yadame,A he teasedC
Tiana siched, ”5pst m. lpk-C O mpst kome pf uith an eskafe flan, ?ndrQC 

Yaman uopld -ill me gor sa.inc it, zpt the.jre all so old and inkredizl. dpllCA
”Fell, Yademoiselle, Yadame has a neu friest “isitinc her toda.CA
”3eall.I ?s old and dekrefit as all the rest, no dopztIA
”Fell, O uopldnjt sa. that exaktl.CA
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”JoIA Tiana said, fpSSled z. the ampsement she sau in ?ndrQ2s e.es in the 
reary“ieu mirrorC 

Qpt ?ndrQ2 uopld sa. no moreC
”Fell, .opj“e cot me kpriops, ?ndrQ,A Tiana saidC
’nke home and uantinc to end the ordeal as soon as fossizle, Tiana hprried 

pf the stairs to the drauinc room, lea“inc ?ndrQ to ta-e her zacs to her zedy
roomC

”Nood agternoon, Yaman, Ojm home,A she said as she ual-ed inC ?ll she sau 
uas the zak- og the zlak- soptane uorn z. the friest tal-inc to her mother as 
she mo“ed to sit in her ga“oprite khairC

”?h, Tiana, .opr home at lastC !o kome in,A her mother said, at uhikh foint 
her cpest tprned aropndC

BBB

Tiana stared in komflete shok-C Holy cow! Ver thopchts uhirled aropnd in her 
kongpsed zrain as she stood there, immozilised, starincC

Ver mother loo-ed shok-edC ”Tiana,A she said, ”mind .opr manners flease, 
frSter attentionCA Then, tprninc to her cpest, she said, ”Gather, allou me to iny
trodpke m. dapchter, TianaC Tiana, O uopld li-e .op to meet The Eer. 3e“erend 
Lhiliffe NacnonC Gather Nacnon is —llinc in gor Gather ?pzr., uho is kprrentl. 
in hosfitalCA

Ot uasnjt the uords so mpkh as her motherjs tone that snaffed Tiana opt og 
her tranke, onl. to ze komfletel. let doun z. her zod.C vhe kopld geel the zlpsh 
sloul. kreefinc pf her nek- and uilled it to stofC Qpt no, it -eft risinc pntil her 
khee-s uere sp6psed uith a reddish clouC vhe gelt morti—edC

Tiana gelt her throat konstriktinc, gorkinc her to klear itC ”?hem, ?hem,A y 
suallouC Ginall., she manaced to uhisfer, ”GatherCA

?nd then she exferienked the pltimate zetra.al8 her handsC Oh, please, no, she 
fra.edC Don’t let him take my hand. Qpt her fra.ers uent pnansueredC vteffinc 
goruard crakegpll., Gather Nacnon too- her sueat. falm in his stronc, kool hand 
and then flaked his other hand on tofC
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Tiana gelt an elektrik kharce co thropch her zod., ci“inc her sensations she 
had ne“er exferienked zegore in flakes she had not -noun existed and gor uhikh 
she had no uordsC vhe kopld zarel. raise her e.es azo“e his khinC Qpt then she 
sau the slicht Rpi“er at the korners og his lifs and Mpst -neu that he uas ma-inc 
e“er. e6ort to restrain them grom a gpllyzloun crinC

”Tiana, hou lo“el. to meet .opC Fill .op ze Moininc ps gor teaIA he said, his 
“oike uashinc o“er her li-e uarm treakleC

”’h noKA Tiana zlprted opt, loo-inc imflorincl. at her mother, uho immey
diatel. steffed inC

”?s Tiana has Mpst arri“ed home grom the airfort, Gather, no dopzt she uopld 
li-e to co and greshen pf,A she said, clarinc at TianaC

”’g koprseC Fell, Tiana, itjs zeen a fleaspreCA
vhe clanked pf at him, kon—rminc that he uas the most handsome man shejd 

e“er seen in her entire lige, let alone a friestC ”Gather,A she said, zozzinc her head 
and tprnincá she uilled herselg to ual-, not rpn, grom the roomC

’nke optside the drauinc room, she rpshed pfstairs to her zedroom and 
threu herselg onto her zedC 3ollinc o“er onto her zak-, she stared at the delikate 
woral desicn in the keilinc, refla.inc uhat had Mpst haffened at her motherjs 
2Yonda. ?gternoon TeajC I could die of embarrassment. Oh, mon dieu, what a 
fool I made of myself. What must he think? ‘Stupid child’! Maman will be furious 
that I embarrassed her. Holy shit.

BBB

’n the other hand, ?delia loo-ed horri—ed as she uatkhed her dapchter resfond 
to meetinc Gather NacnonC

Why wasn’t I warned that a younger priest would be coming to replace Father 
Aubry this week? Oh, if only Alain had been here, I could have sent Tiana to him 
instead. She doesn’t understand the danger. Never again.



CHAPTER TWO

T iana couldn’t stop thinking about Father Gagnon. She daydreamed 
about him at the oddest times, especially before she fell asleep at night. 

His blond hair against the black soutane, My God! It’s just not fair for a priest to 
be that handsome. I wonder what he looks like in ordinary clothes.

Lost in one of her daydreams, Tiana didn’t hear her mother enter her room 
until her mother’s stern voice broke her reverie.

“Tiana, I’m speaking to you.”
“Oh, excuse-moi Maman, I didn’t hear you.”
“Clearly. Tiana, pack your bags. I’ve just spoken to your papa, and we’ll meet 

him in Greece. We’ll stay with your Aunt Vivienne and the family on their 
yacht.”

The news was completely unexpected, and for a moment, Tiana felt bitterly 
disappointed. For the ‘rst time ever, she had been looking forward to attending 
the next HMonday Afternoon Tea’. She was longing to see Father Gagnon again.

Tiana’s eyes dropped as her eyebrows drew together, and the shadow of a 
frown slipped across her face as her mother watched her.

Oh well, Tiana reasoned, at least now I get to see papa and talk to him about 
smoking cigars.

And then she remembered that she also wanted to talk to her aunt. Perfect, I 
can speak to Aunt Vivienne about maman.
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???

Eer father was there to greet them once they boarded the yacht, and Tiana 
couldn’t wait to get him to herself.

“Yapa, can we escape from the familyz There’s something I want to talk to 
you about, well, two things actually.”

“Of course, darling, we’ll go ashore tomorrow morning for breakfast, and 
you can tell me all about it.”

The following morning, after ordering breakfast, Alan said, “So tell me, 
darling, what is it that’s so important to discussz”

“Well, Yapa, I’ve decided I want to learn about the cigar distribution side of 
the business.”

“Good heavens, Tiana, what brought this onz”
“Well, I love the aroma of cigars, and I’ve seen how much you and your 

friends enjoy smoking them. From what you’ve told me, what goes into making 
them sounds fascinating.”

“Oh, come on, Tiana, I know you too well. There’s more to it than you’re 
telling me, although I can’t imagine what.”

“Well, there is something.”
“I knew it.”
Tiana opened her bag and pulled out the page from Tatler.
“I want to be like Lady Scott-Fernsby and smoke cigars. Look Yapa. It’s all the 

rage.”
“Good God, Tiana, are you seriousz” he said, a look of utter amaKement on 

his face.
“1es, Yapa.”
Alan sipped his coNee, and there was a lengthy pause.
“1ou understand there’s more to it than simply lighting upz”
“1es, of course, Yapa.”
More silence.
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“And if I were to agree to this, Tiana, I would have to be sure that you 
genuinely loved every aspect involved in producing the ‘nal product, the perfect 
handmade cigar. Cigars are a passion for those involved in the industry, both the 
creation and the smoking of them.”

“I know how much you and your friends enjoy smoking cigars, Yapa.”
“1es, Tiana, but it’s a long journey from planting the seeds to smoking the 

cigar. Once the seedling becomes a mature plant, the next step is the curing barn. 
When the plant goes in, it’s a verdant green, and then, as the plant dries out, it 
turns into a rich brown.

“Tell me if I’m boring you.”
“Do, no Yapa, go on.”
“Then, after removing the ammonia through fermentation, the tobacco is 

packed into bales of cardboard or wood and left to age and mature and further 
round out the Bavours. Some warehouses will have tobacco that’s ‘ve or six years 
old. All the tobacco leaves used to come from Cuba, but now they might come 
from Yuerto Pico, Colombia, Dicaragua, or the 7ominican Pepublic.”

“Gosh, so many steps. So how does it become a cigarz”
“Well, the leaves have to be blended. Often, cigar factory managers create new 

blends. It’s an absolute art, Tiana. It may take two years of experimentation, 
combining diNerent leaves to develop a new and uniUue blend that is the perfect 
marriage of texture, Bavour, and balance.

“Then, once the blend has been selected, the buncher will combine the leaves 
using a traditional method, and the roller turns the leaf into a cigar. AmaKingly, 
one cigar roller can make up to ‘ve hundred cigars in a day. Jut that’s extreme. 
It’s more usual for rollers to produce one hundred and ‘fty to two hundred a 
day.”

“Goodness, I’d love to see them do that.”
“It’s amaKing to watch,” Alan said. “Jut that’s not all because, for the next six 

months to two years, the cigars are placed in a cedar-lined ageing room. Finally, 
they’re banded, boxed and ready to be shipped oN, and that’s where we come 
into the picture.”

“Wow, no wonder the whole thing takes so long.”
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“Well, if you’re truly serious about wanting to be involved in this aspect of 
our business, then I’m prepared to consider taking you on as a trainee.”

“Oh my God, reallyz”
“1es, but you must be prepared to learn everything about the process, and we 

haven’t even touched upon how to store, light up, and smoke a cigar yet.”
“Oh, I will, Yapa, I will, I promise.”
“One reason I’m prepared to do this, Tiana, is because the women in the 

families involved in the cigar business will often smoke themselves. So, I can 
hardly, in good faith, ban you from smoking. Of course, you will not be smoking 
anything until you’re eighteen and have graduated from Marymount. Is that 
clearz”

“1es, Yapa.”
Secondly, I can’t imagine anything more wonderful than involving you in this 

part of our family business.”
“Oh, thank you, Yapa.”
“It so happens that last year, a friend introduced me to a cigar created by the 

Arguello family. Jecause I loved it so much, I decided to extend my business trip 
to the 9nited States to visit the factory in 1bor City in Tampa, Florida. There 
I met all the family. Since then, éuan Arguello and I have become good friends, 
and we’re discussing becoming one of their Ruropean distributors.

“I think it would be a good idea for me to take you to visit the family on one 
of your school holidays. There, you would learn from the Master. 1ou already 
speak Spanish, thanks to Danny J, so that’s a real bonus. What do you think of 
that idea, Tianaz”

“It’s a brilliant idea, Yapa. I’m so excited. Jut what about maman, do you 
think she will approvez”

“1ou leave your mother to me.”
“7e‘nitely,” Tiana said.

???
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After ordering a fresh pot of coNee, Alan said, “So Tiana, what was the second 
thing you wanted to talk to me aboutz I seem to remember you said Htwo’ 
things.”

“Oh, yes.” Tiana hesitated, then said, “I wondered if you believe in love at 
‘rst sight.”

“Goodness me, you are full of surprises today,” Alan laughed.
Tiana couldn’t help grinning, “Wellz”
“I do.”
“Peallyz”
“1es, Tiana, really. When I ‘rst saw your mother, it was love at ‘rst sight.”
“Oh my goodness, you never told me that before.”
“Well, you never asked me that Uuestion before.”
“So, how did it happenz”
“Well, it was in Monaco, and I had been invited to a party. The sun was about 

to set, and I saw your mother standing on the terrace, looking out at the ocean. 
She was a vision, tall and slender, with a golden suntan. She wore a long, Boaty, 
white dress with shoestring straps, and it was synched in at the waist with a wide, 
long blue sash tied in a soft bow at the back. Eer hair was long then, and she had 
it pulled up in a ponytail, and she wore large, gold hoop earrings. She took my 
breath away.”

“Eoly cow, Yapa, I can’t believe you remember so much detail. 1ou’re such 
a romantic.”

“It’s a vision locked into my memory, Tiana. There and then, I said to myself, 
that’s the woman I will marry. There was a fragility about your mother, and I 
wanted to protect her and take care of her forever.”

“I can’t believe I’ve never heard this story before,” Tiana said, gaKing at her 
father in awe.

“Well, it’s true, and we were married within a year. Jut you’re only ‘fteen, 
Tiana. Surely you haven’t lost your heart to someone alreadyz”

“Oh no, Yapa. It’s just something that Veronica and I were discussing. 1ou 
know whether or not it could happen.”

The lie slipped out so fast that Tiana barely registered a twinge of guilt.
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I can’t speak to anyone about this, only Vron.

???

Adelia was waiting to speak to Alan when they returned to the yacht. “So what 
did our daughter have to say, ch!riz”

“Oh, she just wanted to discuss possibilities for becoming part of the busi-
ness. We’re in the early stages of the discussion. Jut she did say something 
unexpected. She asked me if I believed in Hlove at ‘rst sight’. Can you believe 
itz I, of course, answered in the aûrmative and told her about the ‘rst time I 
saw you, my love, and fell head over heels.”

Adelia looked shocked.
“What is it, darlingz Are you alrightz” Alan asked.
“1es, yes, just a little taken back, like you,” Adelia replied. “7id she mention 

any person of interestz”
“Do. It’s just something she and Veronica discussed, as no doubt teenage girls 

do.”
“I see,” Adelia said.

???

Leaving her husband, Adelia hurried down to their cabin. She collapsed into a 
chair, overcome by diKKiness and nausea, triggered by Alain’s account of Tiana’s 
Hlove at ‘rst sight’ Uuestion. Mon dieu, this is far worse than I thought. Suddenly, 
the memory of seeing Dicolas for the ‘rst time Bashed into her mind, and her 
eyes widened in fear. This is the first treacherous step and must never go any 
further.

???
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Jack on board, Tiana left her father to look for her Aunt Vivienne. She found 
her on the top deck reading and said, “Aunt Vivienne, can I speak to you about 
something important in privatez”

“Of course, my dear,” Vivienne said, looking surprised. “Eow about we go 
down to my cabinz I want to get changed anyway.”

???

Once in the cabin, Tiana said, “Aunt Vivienne, I’m so worried about maman. 
A while ago, I walked into the sitting room, and she was crying. She is so sad 
sometimes, and then at other times, she seems ‘ne. As long as I can remember, 
she’s been like this. I don’t understand why, and I think it might be because of 
me.”

Vivienne looked stunned. “Oh, Tiana,” she said, “what on earth do you mean 
it might be something to do with youz”

“Well, papa said he thought it might be because maman couldn’t have more 
children. So having me must have caused the problem.”

“Well, Tiana, I know your mother wanted a large family, which may be why 
she gets sad. Jut Tiana, the fact that she can’t have more is purely a medical issue 
and certainly not something you should blame yourself for.”

“That’s what Yapa and Danny J said. Jut Danny J thought you might know 
another reason for maman’s sadness.”

“Do, ch!rie, I don’t. I think the best thing you can do is show your mother 
lots of love and stop blaming yourself for something that has nothing to do with 
you.”

Since all three adults had responded the same way, Tiana took their advice 
and let that guilt go. Jut demonstrating her love would be a challenge.

I’ll have to get creative, she decided.

???
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Later that evening, Vivienne took Adelia aside and said, “I have to talk to you 
alone - nowI”

“Goodness, Vivienne, what on earth’s the matterz” Adelia said, following her 
sister, who walked briskly to the other end of the deck.

Vivienne repeated her conversation with Tiana. “Jut the worst part was that 
I had to lie through my teeth, Adelia,” Vivienne said, her expression reBecting 
the anger Adelia heard in her voice.

“Mon dieu, I had no idea Tiana was even aware of how I felt. She did walk in 
on me a while back and caught me crying. It was the day of the anniversary of 
the loss, Vivienne. The pain and guilt never goes away.”

Frowning, Vivienne said, “Well, I thought you should know that Tiana is 
taking it all very personally and is worried about you.”

“That’s terrible. I promise I’ll be more discreet. I’m so sorry you were put in 
such a frightful position, Vivienne, especially after all the support you gave me.”

“It’s been so long, Adelia. I thought you would have come to terms with it 
by now.”

“I wish it worked like that, Vivienne. I do.”
Eer voice softening, Vivienne said, “Well, now that you’re aware of how 

Tiana is feeling, I know you’ll ‘nd a way to reassure her.”
“Jien sJr, I’ll give it some thought. She mustn’t know that we talked about 

this. I’ll come up with a plan.”
After her sister left to join the family, Adelia stood on deck, grasping the 

railings and gaKing out to sea. Am I still being punished for my sins, but now 
through my daughter? This is my wake-up call. I’ve burdened her with my pain 
and sorrow. I have to make it up to her. We must become closer so I can protect her.



CHAPTER THREE

I t was 1953 when sixteen-year-old Adelia Frst set eyes on Nather ciBolas 
ur.neH me Ba,e o.t to stand next to Nather Allardp the farish friest oD 

cotre-’a,e de lPAsso,ftion de gassyH Adelia was sittinb in the few Oetween 
her ,other and her Oest Driendp vliSia when she saw hi,H Che d.b her elOow 
into vliSiaPs riOsp and they Ooth t.rned to eaBh other and brinnedH

As soon as they leDt the “h.rBhp Adelia told vliSiap LI didnPt exfeBt wePd bet 
s.Bh a yo.nb friestH “an yo. OelieSe how handso,e he isp ?iS”T

vliSia la.bhedH LI wonPt tell “harles yo. said thatH “o,e onp letPs biSe hi, 
the onBe oSerHT

khey waljed to the ad‘oininb bardenp where a WwelBo,e fartyP was Oeinb held 
Dor the new assistant friestH Adelia watBhed Nather Allard sjilD.lly b.ide Nather 
ur.ne thro.bh the Browd oD farishionersp ens.rinb he ,et the ,ost inE.ential 
Da,iliesH

Lme loojs rather .nBo,DortaOlepT Adelia saidH LI donPt thinj he lijes Oeinb 
the Bentre oD attentionHT

LRellp yo. donPt haSe ti,e to resB.e hi,H ID we donPt h.rryp wePll Oe late Dor 
the Bine,ap and “harles and ’a,ien will Oe D.rio.s with .s Dor ,ajinb the, 
,iss the start and uuHT
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L“harles is oOsessed with uribittepT Adelia saidH Lme BanPt stof taljinb aOo.t 
her aDter we see her Fl,sH WChePs so sexypP he raSesH me wants ,e to dress ,ore lije 
herHT

LRhat does that ,ean”T
Lào. jnowp those tailored folja-dot fantsp the oz-sho.lder neBjlineHT
Lvhp are yo. boinb to”T
Làesp O.t not OeBa.se oD “harlesH I lije that uribitte has her own style and 

dresses the way she wants nowH IP, siBj oD loojinb lije a yo.nber Sersion oD ,y 
,otherH maSe yo. seen those Oorinb fhotos in Ylle” I want to looj aweso,e lije 
uribitteHT

LRellp I loSe the binbha, dresses she wearspT vliSia saidH LRho wo.ld thinj 
that binbha, Bo.ld looj so ; la ,ode” ItPs so weirdp tho.bhp seeinb her .f on 
the Oib sBreen aDter seeinb her browinb .f in the neibhOo.rhoodHT

LI jnowH Ga,an and her ,otherp Anne-Gariep were Driends Dro, Bh.rBhH A 
Bo.fle oD years abop we were in Caint-krofe*p and we O.,fed into the uardot 
Da,ilyH khey were a little WaSant-bardePp ,a,an saidp O.t otherwise ‘.st lije .sHT

L’a,ien thinjs uribitte is inBrediOly sexyp tooHT
Lmas ’a,ien asjed yo. to do it yet”T
Lcop what aOo.t “harles”T
Lcot yetp O.t I exfeBt hi, to fress.re ,e onBe IPSe leDt sBhoolH ào. jnowp 

W“o,e onp Adeliap so and so is doinb itPH khey want yo. to haSe sexp O.t they 
want to ,arry a SirbinK itPs so not DairHT

L4.ess what” ’a,ien told ,e that ga.l and ?.Bile haSe done itHT
Lco wayH mow does he jnow”T
Lga.l told hi,H ?.Bile will Oe ,ortiFed hePs tellinb eSeryonep esfeBially iD itPs 

not tr.eH vh loojp Nather ur.ne is loojinb at yo.HT
Adelia blanBed OaBj at Nather ur.nep and he baSe her a shy s,ileH “a.bht 

oz-b.ardp Adelia Ol.shedH
Lvh ,y boodnessp looj at yo. twopT vliSia saidp la.bhinbH
L’onPt Oe aOs.rdpT Adelia saidH

———
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Adelia was in her Fnal ter, at the Instit.t ’e ?a ko.r and was DoB.ssed on 
her st.diesH Che was an aSerabe st.dent and had no desire to f.rs.e hibher 
ed.BationH khe DaBt that there wo.ld Oe li,ited offort.nities to f.rs.e a Bareer 
aDter she brad.ated was oD little BonBern to herH Che en‘oyed a friSilebed liDe 
that ,eant she was Dree oD any BonBerns Dor her ,aterial welDareH Che Bo.ld 
do whateSer she wanted .ntil she ,arriedp froSided it ,et with her farentsP 
affroSalH

Che Bontin.ed to see Nather ur.ne thro.bh the reb.lar aBtiSities and eSents 
at the farishH khenp one Cat.rdayp they had an .nexfeBted enBo.nter at the 
loBal ,arjetsH It was a war, s.,,erPs aDternoonp and she was O.sy r.,,abinb 
thro.bh the Ooojs at a seBond-hand OoojstallH Che was searBhinb Dor Sol.,e 
one oD khe CeBond Cex when she heard a SoiBe Oehind her sayp Lmello abainHT 
Che t.rned to see Nather ur.ne standinb there with his shy s,ileH 

Lmellop Natherp what are yo. doinb here”T
LIP, loojinb Dor Ooojs on the aDterliDe and Bo.nsellinb the siBj and dyinbH 

NaBinb ‘.dbe,ent aDter death and Oeinb sent to either heaSenp hellp or f.rbatory 
is a sBary BonBeftp and I thinj ,y fastoral Bare sjills need i,froSinbHT

Adelia was tajen aOaBj Oy his honesty and Do.nd it to.BhinbH All the friests 
she had jnown see,ed to ferBeiSe the,selSes as dwellinb in an all-jnowinbp 
rareFed at,osfhere well aOoSe the laityH

LRhy are yo. herep Adelia”T
LRell0.,,p IP, ‘.st loojinb aro.nd to see iD therePs anythinb interestinbHT 

Che liedp jnowinb D.ll well that the Bh.rBh had Oanned the Oooj she was loojinb 
DorH

L’o yo. en‘oy readinb Adelia”T
LI doK I read a lotHT
LRhat else do yo. en‘oy doinb now that yo.PSe leDt sBhool”T
Lvhp all the .s.al thinbsZ shoffinbp tennisp the Bine,ap fartiesH Re haSe a 

Bo.ntry ho.se we bo to in les àSelinesp and in the winterp ,y farents taje the 
whole Da,ily sjiinbH Gy elder sister 6iSiennep Orother-in-law and yo.nb nefhew 
all Bo,e with .sH ItPs a Da,ily traditionp thinbs lije thatHT

LIt so.nds lije a Sery D.ll liDeHT
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And thenp ‘.st as Adelia was aOo.t to asj Nather ur.ne aOo.t hi,selDp he saidp 
LRellp IPd Oetter Oe on ,y way OaBj to the farishH Cee yo. in “h.rBhp AdeliaHT

u.t in the new yearp there was a s.Otle shiDt in their relationshifH

———

It started when Adelia was ByBlinb in the uois de uo.lobne on a Brisf sfrinb 
,orninb and s.ddenly saw Nather ur.ne ahead on his OijeH Che Balled o.tp and 
he stoffed and waited Dor her to BatBh .fH

LAdeliap how are yo.”T he asjedH 
L4reatp thanj yo.p NatherHT
khey Bhatted Dor a Dew ,in.tesp and then Adelia saidp LRo.ld yo. lije to bet 

a B.f oD Bozeep Nather”T
L4ood ideaH ?etPs bet o.t oD the Bold Dor a whileHT
vnBe settledp she asjedp L’id yo. see yo.r Da,ily d.rinb yo.r holidayp Na-

ther”T
LI didH I saw ,y ,otherK shePs in hosfitalH Che hasnPt Oeen well this last yearHT
Lvhp IP, so sorryK I hofe shePs Deelinb OetterH Is yo.r Da,ily Dar Dro, here”T
Lkhe Da,ily haSe a Dar, in corth “ha,fabneHT
L’o yo. haSe Orothers and sisters”T
LI haSep or hadp nine older Orothers and sistersH I was the last to arriSeHT
LRowp and did yo. lije liSinb on a Dar,”T
LcoH Gy Dather worjed Dro, dawn to d.sj and exfeBted the sa,e Dro, ,y 

older OrothersH u.t I jnew I wanted so,ethinb dizerentp altho.bh I wasnPt s.re 
what that ,ibht OeH vD Bo.rsep ,y Dather exfeBted that I wo.ld so,eday ‘oin 
,y OrothersH

Lu.t that all Bhanbed in 19VJ with the warH ADter the north oD NranBe was 
lostp we Do.nd o.rselSes in the 4er,an vBB.fation !oneH Gy Dather and Do.r 
oD ,y Orothers were tajen frisoner and sent to the worj Ba,fs in 4er,anyHT

Lvhp how terriOleH Rhat did yo. do”T
LAt Frstp we were Bo,fletely deSastatedp O.t ,y ,other said we had to jeef 

the Dar, boinb Dor when they Ba,e OaBjH Gy three older sisters and Orother were 
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all teenabers in 19VJp O.t she trained the,H Gy Orother 7.les was thirteenp and 
he .sed to driSe the horse and Bartp tajinb ,y ,other and sisters o.t to the FeldsH 
Re were l.Bjy we didnPt lose o.r horse to the 4er,ansH I was ten in 19VJp and 
,y Orother “la.de was eleSenH Re Ooth went to sBhoolp oD sortsp O.t we had o.r 
Bhoresp tooH Re all did o.r Oest to jeef it tobetherHT

Lào.r ,other so.nds a,a*inbH Gy farents donPt talj aOo.t the war at allHT
LRhen the 4er,ans Frst arriSedp it was Bo,flete ,adnessp AdeliaH v.r 

nearest larbe town was 2ei,sp and they tooj oSer all the Bha,fabne ho.sesH 
khe soldiers were stealinb ,illions oD Oottles oD Bha,fabnep bettinb dr.nj and 
Ba.sinb .tter BhaosH khey had to Orinb in a tof-Orass 4er,an to Orinb it all 
.nder BontrolH

LIPSe neSer heard that story OeDoreHT
Lkhe 4er,ans tooj oSer ,any oD the sBhool O.ildinbsp Bo,fletely disr.ft-

inb the sBhoolinb syste,H “la.de and I went to a sBhool set .f in the ho.se oD 
one oD the wealthy Dar, ownersH khere wasnPt eno.bh faferp so we .sed slates 
and Bhaljé And then there was the Dood shortabep eSen Dor .s liSinb on the Dar,H 
Re were always h.nbryHT

LIP, l.Bjy I was only three when the war OebanH Rhat haffened aDter 
the war” ’id yo.r Dather and Orothers Bo,e OaBj”T Adelia asjedp Bo,fletely 
aOsorOed in Nather ur.nePs aBBo.nt oD his exferienBes d.rinb the 4er,an oB-
B.fationH

Lkhree oD ,y Orothers eSent.ally ret.rned aDter liOerationp O.t not ,y Dather 
and eldest Orother menriH khey died so,ewhere in 4er,anyHT

Lvhp IP, so sorryp yo.r foor ,otherH mow old were yo.r other Orothers”T
LRellp Oy 19V5p “harles was twenty-FSep Antoine was twenty-threep and 

4aOrielp a twinp was twenty-oneH Gy ,other had two sets oD twinsH Cop aDter the 
warp ,y Do.r older Orothers deBided to jeef the Dar,p exfand oferationsp and 
r.n it tobetherH 7.les was eibhteen Oy thenH

Lkhey ‘oined 7A“p the “atholiB AbriB.lt.ral ào.thp and attended n.,ero.s 
ed.Bational aBtiSities that ta.bht the, how to orbanise the,selSes in Boof-
eratiSesH khenp they started to ,odernise the Dar, and .se new teBhni8.es to 
i,froSe the Dar,Ps frod.BtionH kwo oD ,y sisters ,arried and leDt to liSe on 
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their h.sOandsP Dar,sH Gy sister 7eannep 7.lesP twinp worjed as a hairdresser in 
2ei,sH “la.de was sixteenp and I was FDteenp so we were still at sBhoolHT

LCop when did yo. deBide yo. wanted to Oe a friest”T
L4oodnessp Adeliap I donPt thinj IPSe eSer taljed so ,.Bh aOo.t ,y Da,ilypT 

Nather ur.ne said soDtlyH Lu.t I haSe to bet OaBj to the farishp so IPll saSe that 
fart oD the story Dor another ti,eHT

LIPd lije thatpT Adelia saidp s,ilinb .f at hi, as he rose to leaSeH

———

Adelia Bontin.ed to see Nather ur.nep O.t there was no offort.nity Dor a friSate 
BonSersationH khenp one dayp he saidp LAdeliap I haSe a day oz next weejK ,ayOe 
yo.Pd lije to ‘oin ,e Dor another Bozee”T

Lkhat wo.ld Oe loSelyH I haSe to bo to the cinth Arrondisse,ent to see iD ,y 
DatherPs Oaro,eter will Oe Fxed when ,y farents ret.rn Dro, A,eriBaH GayOe 
we Bo.ld ,eet at the BaDU at n.,Oer twop 2.e des Gartyrsp and yo. Ban tell ,e 
the next fart oD yo.r storyHT

me la.bhedH
L6ery wellp n.,Oer twop 2.e des Gartyrs it isH Chall we say ten oPBloBj”T
LgerDeBtHT

———

CinBe Nather ur.ne had inSited her to ‘oin hi, Dor Bozeep Adelia had Oeen 
thinjinb aOo.t hi, a lot0so ,.Bh so that she was Fndinb it diNB.lt to sleefH 
Che tho.bht hi, handso,e when she Frst saw hi, at Gassp O.t nowp as she bot 
to jnow hi, Oetterp her attraBtion had OeBo,e Sery fhysiBalH

Che Bo.ld Deel the enerby Eoodinb her Oody as she OeBa,e ,ore ani,ated 
aro.nd hi,H Che wanted to to.Bh hi, O.tp oD Bo.rsep Bo.ld notH khe strenbth 
oD the sex.al enerby Dribhtened her at the sa,e ti,e as she lonbed to Oe Bloser to 
hi,H 
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What if he touches me? I’d faint! What if he kisses me with those beautiful lips? 
Che shiSered with delibht at the tho.bht oD itH

Nather ur.ne was taller than Adeliap well O.iltp and Ft Dro, tajinb Ooys Dor 
sfort and ridinb eSerywhere on his OiByBleH me jeft his darj Orownp waSey hair 
short at the sides and lonber on the tofp whiBh res.lted in the oBBasional strand 
Dallinb onto his DoreheadH Che Do.nd it endearinbH u.t it was his SoiBe that bot 
her heart raBinbH 

His voice, the way it softens when he talks to me. It’s so -  intimate.  
Che Bo.ld hardly wait Dor the day when they wo.ld ,eet Dor BozeeH And then 

she had a s.ddenp shoBjinb realisation - I’ve fallen for him.

———

Rhen the day Fnally arriSedp ‘.st the tho.bht oD what to wear to ,eet Nather 
ur.ne threw her into a t.r,oil oD indeBisionH Ninallyp she deBided that a WsoDt and 
De,inineP looj wo.ld Oe ,ost affrofriateH Che settled on a fale finj sleeSeless 
shirt and a soDtly fleated ,id-lenbth sjirt in a ?iOerty Eoral frint in fastel 
Bolo.rsH It was still Bool in the ,orninbsp so she wore her white ,ohair Bardiban 
with fearl O.ttons down the Dront and then sliffed into her ta.fe Oallerina 
EatsH Che added her mer,Ps OraBelet and a libht daO oD finj lifstiBj as a Fnal 
to.BhH cow BonFdent in her BhoiBe oD Blothinbp she ByBled to the ,Utro and 
arriSed at n.,Oer twop 2.e des Gartyrsp ‘.st OeDore ten oPBloBjp and Nather 
ur.ne was waitinb Dor herH

LAdeliap ribht on ti,epT Nather ur.ne said as he bot .f to f.ll o.t her BhairH 
LRhat Bozee wo.ld yo. lije”T

LA BaDU BrP,e flease NatherHT
ADter flaBinb the orderp Nather ur.ne saidp Lào. ,entioned yo. haSe to see 

iD yo.r DatherPs Oaro,eter is readyHT
LàesH It stoffed worjinbp and ,y Dather was .fset when ,y ,other re,oSed 

itp sayinb shePd f.t it into storabeH u.t oD Bo.rsep she hadnPtH ChePs bettinb it 
refaired as a s.rfrise Dor hi, when they ret.rn Dro, their trif to A,eriBaH 
4illery is one oD the Dew BraDts,en in garis who Ban restore ,erB.ry Oaro,etersH 
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khey need sfeBial weibhts and Fne Oaro,eter needlesK itPs all extre,ely exaBtH 
me also bilds old Dra,es and ,irrorsH ItPs i,fortant to jnow where yo. Ban bet 
s.Bh worj doneHT

LIP, i,fressed Oy how jnowledbeaOle yo. are aOo.t Oaro,etersp AdeliaHT
Adelia la.bhedH LItPs all fart oD ,y ,otherPs traininbp NatherH u.t eno.bh 

aOo.t Oaro,etersK yo. fro,ised to tell ,e how yo. deBided to OeBo,e a friestHT
L’id I deBide” Rellp as I ,entionedp ,y Orothers ‘oined the 7A“p and I ‘oined 

the 7Y“p the “hristian Ct.dent ào.thH I also .sed to bo on holiday Ba,fsp 
whiBh were s.ferSised and r.n Oy friests thro.bh the NrenBh “atholiB ào.th 
AssoBiationH

Lvne dayp one oD the friests asjed ,e iD IPd tho.bht oD OeBo,inb a friestH I 
was st.nned Oy the 8.estion and saidp Wcop Natherp I haSe notPH me said I sho.ld 
fray to 4od and asj hi, to show ,e iD I had a SoBationH me also said he wo.ld 
lije to sfeaj to ,y ,otherp whiBh he s.Ose8.ently didH Che was oSer the ,oon 
at the idea that one oD her sons ,ibht OeBo,e a friestHT

LChe ,.st haSe Delt so fro.d that the friest showed interest in yo.HT
Làesp she wasH vD Bo.rsep iD ,y Dather had Oeen therep it wo.ld neSer haSe Oeen 

an oftionH I Delt sfeBial Oeinb affroaBhed Oy the friestp an exferienBe I wasnPt 
.sed to haSinbH Co I did frayp altho.bh I had no idea how I wo.ld jnow iD I was 
Oeinb WBalledP to 4od or what to exfeBt iD ,y frayers were answeredH I was then 
DaBed with the deBision to bo to the lyBUe and eSent.ally ‘oin ,y Orothers on the 
Dar, or bo to the se,inary and OeBo,e a friestH I fiBjed the se,inaryH

LvD Bo.rsep I had no BonBeft oD what it ,eant to dediBate ,y liDe to the 
friesthoodH I was thinjinb oD it ,ore as an alternatiSe to liDe on the Dar,H 
IPSe neSer told anyOody that OeDorep AdeliaH cot exaBtly a W2oad to ’a,asB.sP 
storyéT

Che s,iled and saidp Lglease bo onp NatherHT
LCo I went to the se,inary at ?illeHT
LRhat was it lije Oeinb in the se,inary”T
khere was a lenbthy fa.se as Nather ur.ne sl.,fed and his sho.lders 

h.nBhed as he stared at the taOleH
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Ninallyp his SoiBe h.shedp he saidp LI thinj I Bo.ld learn ,y fastoral Bare sjills 
Dro, yo.p AdeliaH ào.PSe bot ,e thinjinb and taljinb aOo.t thinbs IPSe neSer 
allowed ,yselD to exa,ine deefly OeDorep and IPSe Bertainly neSer sfojen aOo.t 
the, to anyonep eSen ,y BonDessorHT

LRas it so awD.l”T
khe looj oD distress that washed oSer his DaBe and settled in his eyes Oroje her 

heartH
Che reaBhed o.t and f.t her hand oSer hisH khe looj he baSe her was so D.ll oD 

e,otion that she held her OreathH khey sat ba*inb at eaBh other .ntil he Fnally 
loojed down at their handsH

me liDted her handp t.rned it oSer and ran his Fnber aro.nd her fal,p sendinb 
tiny shiSers down her sfinep OeDore he bently flaBed her hand OaBj down on the 
taOleH 

LAdeliapT he saidp in that SoiBe she jnew he reserSed only Dor herH LAdeliap we 
Bannot do thisH I Bannot do anythinb that ,ibht f.t yo.r so.l in danberH I wo.ld 
rather die than Ba.se yo. har,HT

LItPs too latepT she whisferedH LIPSe Dallen in loSe with yo.p ciBolasH I haSe to 
jeef seeinb yo.HT

Che held his ba*ep her eyes shininb with loSep .ntil he saidp LGy sweet Adeliap 
IPSe neSer Delt this wayH I BanPt Oear the tho.bht oD Orinbinb yo. har,p O.tp dear 
4odp I BanPt Oear the tho.bht oD not seeinb yo. abainH I donPt jnow what to doHT

LIt can’t Oe a sin to loSe so,eonepT she saidH
Lu.t IP, a friestp AdeliaH ào. jnow what that ,eansH ID anyone sho.ld Fnd 

o.t -T
LRe wonPt let anyone Fnd o.tH RePll Oe BareD.lH co one will jnowp ‘.st .sHT
LAll ,y liDep Adeliap IPSe only jnown loneliness desfite ,y larbe Da,ilyH IPSe 

aBhed Dor BonneBtion and tho.bht thatPs what IPd Fnd when I Fnally heard 4od 
Ball ,y na,eH I waited and waitedp O.t I did not hear the BallHT

Adelia leaned Dorwardp her eyes bl.ed to his DaBeH
LI tho.bht it wo.ld haffen when I was ordained at 2ei,s “athedral and 

reBeiSed the braBe oD the moly CfiritH I tho.bht ,y frayers wo.ld Fnally Oe 
answeredp and ,y sfirit.al nat.re wo.ld Oe fer,anently Bhanbedp and I wo.ld 
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experience  that BhanbeHT mis SoiBe OeBa,e a whisferp Lu.t I Delt nothinbp 
AdeliaHT

Adelia Delt tibht in her Bhest as she listened to his desferate searBh Dor frooD 
oD his BallinbH

———

?oojinb downp Nather ur.ne fa.sed and tooj another sif oD Bozee OeDore he 
Bontin.edH LI st.died hard all thro.bh the se,inaryH I wanted to flease 4od 
Adeliap so I s.O,itted to the striBt oOserSanBe oD the r.les and the deDerential 
oOedienBe to s.feriors in a froDo.ndly hierarBhiBal syste,HT

LIt so.nds terriOleH ’id yo. ,aje any Driends there”T
LI didp O.t they were s.ferFBial DriendshifsH Re were not allowed to to.Bh 

or h.b eaBh other or enter into the roo, oD another se,inarian or noSiBeH Re 
were warned oD the danbers oD sex.al attraBtion and Deelinbs that had to Oe 
s.ffressedH Rhat does that tell yo. aOo.t liDe in the se,inary” khe only way sex 
was disB.ssed was in ter,s oD selD-Bontrol and sinH khat didnPt stof so,e Ooys 
Dro, OeBo,inb ena,o.red with eaBh otherp oD Bo.rsep O.t I jeft away Dro, 
the,H

LvnBe I bot to the “atholiB QniSersity oD ?illep I loSed the aBade,iB side oD 
thinbsp ,y st.dies in fhilosofhy and theolobyH I was insfired Oy the teaBhinbs oD 
4lorie.x and “ardi‘n and W“atholiB ABtionP and the ,oSe,ent to reBhristianise 
NrenBh soBiety thro.bh the afostolate oD the laityH I was s.BBessD.l in ,y st.dies 
and Delt less oD a Dail.reH I drea,t oD OeBo,inb fart oD the ,issionary role oD the 
Bh.rBhp deSelofinb instr.Btion a,onb the worjinb BlassHT

Lvh boodnessp how did yo. end .f here with .s then”T
LI was biSen no BhoiBeH A dizerent fath was Bhosen Dor ,e within the 

Bh.rBhPs hierarBhiBal str.Bt.rep whiBh Delt threatened Oy the new ,oSe,entH Co 
the risinb desire IPd Delt to saSe so.ls was Br.shedH vD Bo.rsep we were Bonstantly 
told to heed 4odPs Ball and to stay DaithD.l to o.r SoBationH vne teaBher sfoje 
oD haSinb a loSe azair with o.r ?ordH vhp how I enSied hi,H
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LI tho.bht that aDter I was ordainedp I wo.ld Fnd Bo,fanionshif a,onbst 
other friestsp O.t IPSe Do.nd the friests Oarely sfeaj to eaBh otherH I now see 
that desfite all ,y st.dy and traininbp I had no idea what the liDe oD a farish 
friest wo.ld Oe lijep the fastoral de,andsp the laBj oD inti,aByH IPSe ,et a Dew 
friests now whoPSe t.rned to alBohol or ba,Olinb to BofeH And thro.bh it allp 
the loneliness has Oeen lije a hard stone that sits inside ,eHT

Lvhp ciBolaspT she whisferedH
LAnd now yo.p Adeliap haSe ofened ,y eyes with yo.r bentle 8.estions and 

reSealed the tr.th oD who I a,H I a, a Dra.dHT
Adelia was deSastated Oy his wordsH
Lvh ciBolasp nop nop yo. ,.st not say thatH vhp I BanPt Oear that yo. wo.ld 

‘.dbe yo.rselD so harshlyH mow Bo.ld 4od not loSe yo.p not hear yo.r frayersHT
Nather ur.ne sat with his head Oowed and Fnally saidp LIPSe neSer seen ,yselD 

with s.Bh Blarityp AdeliaH u.t thatPs only one fart oD the reSelationHT kajinb her 
hand in hisp he loojed at her distra.bht DaBe and saidp LI loSe yo. toop AdeliaH I 
,.st haSe done Dro, the ,o,ent I Frst saw yo. in the Bh.rBh bardenHT 

Adelia wo.ld haSe thrown herselD into his ar,s O.t Dor the taOle Oetween 
the, and the B.rio.s eyes oD those sittinb nearOyH

LRe haSe to talj in friSatepT she saidH Gy farents leDt Dor maSre yesterday and 
sailed Dor cew àorj in the ?iOerte todayp so I haSe the ho.se to ,yselD Dor the 
next ten weejsp afart Dro, the serSantsH gro,ise ,e yo.Pll Bo,e tonibht so we 
Ban deBide what we sho.ld do tobetherH “o,e at eibht-thirtyp and IPll let yo. in 
the Dront doorHT

LAdeliap are yo. s.re”T
Làesp yespT she saidp LIP, s.reHT 
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